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To condense the events and hap- 
penings of 100 years into a booklet such 
as this is an almost impossible task. 
However, Mrs Silverwood, after many 
hours of research, has written a most 
interesting account of Ashburton and 
its residents. 


There is no doubt that we in 
Ashburton today, owe a great deal to 
the foresight, sound planning and hard 
work of our pioneers and forefathers. 
Since September 9, 1878, when Thomas 
Bullock chaired the first Borough Council 
Meeting, Ashburton has been well 
served by men and women of great 
sense of purpose and dedication. 


This booklet mentions some of 
them, but to all, | would, on behalf of 
the present citizens of Ashburton say 
Thank you ''’. Our town today is evi- 
dence of their untiring efforts and at 
this time, entering our second century 
we have the challenge of building upon 
their well-laid foundations. 


To Mrs Silverwood and her helpers, | would express our grateful thanks for 


a job well done. 


| would like to conclude this foreword with the well-known words 


of the 1920 — 1940 period — ADVANCE ASHBURTON. 


fh 
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As a member of Parliament and 
a resident of the Ashburton Borough, 
| have great pleasure in contributing 
to the Official Publication celebrating 
100 years of growth and development 
of our Borough. 

Ashburton's first Mayor, Mr Thomas 
Bullock, and his nine Councillors, would 
indeed be proud of the foundations they 
laid 100 years ago. Each period of 
Ashburton's history has seen service 
from dedicated residents who have given 
of their enthusiasm and dedication to 
build a town with a reputation of good 
administration, and loyalty to the ideas 
of community involvement and good 
citizenship. 

In 1978, the Ashburton commu- 
nity reflects all the positive images of 
a thriving town, not only servicing one 
of the most diversified farming counties 
in New Zealand, but also a town becom- 
ing involved in resource-based regional ZA. 
development. Mr R. L. G. TALBOT, M.P. 

Preparedness to accept change reflects the attitude to development which 
has earned Ashburton the reputation of one of the most progressive towns in 
New Zealand. 

Throughout its history, Ashburton has given priority to building a pleasant 
environment for its citizens with emphasis on the provision of educational, sporting 
and cultural facilities. It continues to retain a prominent position in the visual and 
performing arts, with artists and administrators contributing to New Zealand's cul- 
tural development. 

The Centennial Year has presented a new and exciting challenge for a second 
century of progress. Within the Southern and Northern boundaries of the Rangitata 
and Rakaia Rivers, we now have a population of over 25,000 with public opinion 
strongly supporting increasing understanding and liaison between our two territorial 
authorities. The future will undoubtedly bring changes, but we are in a strong 
position to retain the Ashburton-Mid Canterbury framework which has served our 
people so well for 100 years. 

~ | am sure that as we move into the second century, our young people are well 
placed to meet the challenges of the future with the same determination as those 
who laid the foundations of Ashburton in 1878. 
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For several years the Ashburton 
Borough Council has been quietly pre- 
paring for our Centennial Celebrations 
in 1978, and noting various aspects that 
would require future planning. 

Photographs, ideas and people 
were slowly moulded together to form 
the basis of a Centennial Programme. 

After the Local Body Elections 
last year, a Centennial Committee was 
formed as a Standing Committee of the 
Ashburton Borough Council, and consists 
of the following:— 

His Worship the Mayor (Geoff 
Geering), Councillors Betty Oakley, 
Russell Anstiss, Bevan Stroud, Town 
Clerk (Scotty Watson), and myself be- 
ing asked to act as Chairman of the 
Committee. Ata later date, Alex Mc- 
Lennan was added as Co-ordinator. 

A combined committee of all 
concerned was formed and named 
= : cp thea eae Club Committee." 

rees With tremendous enthusiasm, this grou 

; Mr M. G. WALL ; accepted the challenge to ate ae 

Chairman, Ashburton Centennial Centennial celebrations worthy of our 
Committee. own Ashburton. 

Something for Everyone '' may well be their slogan. To single out people 
for special mention is normally very difficult, and often a dangerous thing to do. 
But | feel special mention must be made of the great work our Town Clerk '' Scotty "' 
Watson carried out, especially during the initial planning period. 

To all visitors from many parts of New Zealand, | wish you a pleasant sojourn 
in Ashburton and trust you will join with us to commemorate this happy and historic 
occasion. 

| must thank all those who have assisted in any way, both in the smallest 
measure and the largest for their untiring efforts towards ensuring that the final! 
results will make 1978 a year to remember. 

May all who have worked so diligently towards the success of this Centennia| 
Celebration, derive much satisfaction and enjoyment from their labours. 

We are all particioants, and | am sure we will gain much pleasure in celebrating 


our 100 years of growth. 
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One hundred years is a long time 
in anyone's language and | congratulate 
the Borough in reaching this milestone. 


Ashburton is a pleasant place to 
live in and those pioneers who estab- 
lished Ashburton and those who have 
developed it over the years must be 
congratulated on their planning. Stop 
and think for just a moment how lucky 
we are. There are plenty of open spaces, 
trees and greenery and fine wide streets 
which many other Boroughs and Cities 
in New Zealand would be pleased to 
have. Most facilities have been provided 
by our forefathers and our existing 
residents and Council. 


Mr I. S. WATSON 


What of the future? What does Ashburton need? Not too many things 
come to mind. Possibly a large indoor stadium, a heated covered swimming pool 
and the completion of the Council's streets and footpaths programme. These will 
come with the continued progress of our wonderful town and | wish Ashburton a 
happy, progressive and successful second one hundred years. 


Jarabe, 
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| am pleased to have the opportunity to 
convey publicly my congratulations to the Ash- 
burton Borough Council on the occasion of its 
Centenary. 


In one of its roles as the major servicing 
centre for an agriculturally based region Ash- 
burton has remained Mid Canterbury's focal 
| point since 1878. 


The fact that it has grown to its present 
stage of development shows the sound adminis- 
tration and progressive attitude adopted by 
Councils over the last 100 years. 


The functions undertaken by present 
Local Authorities have placed widespread de- 
mands on Councils and the need for co-operation 
and sharing of resources is of increasing import- 
lance. 


In wishing His Worship the Mayor and Councillors best wishes as they start 
the second century of Borough administration | assure them of every co-operation 
from the County Council and am confident we can provide local government under 
which our district will continue to prosper. 


MR HART 


County Chairman. 
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It has been an absorbing interest to compile this booklet and live again 
through the tussock years. 


What of the tuture? The Council is enthusiastic about making 1978 as 
memorable a year as is 1878: the re-development of Baring Square will be a fitting 
tangible tribute. All citizens are united in wanting something worthwhile accom- 
plished — new buildings or facilities, houses, gardens and streets in tidy order and, 
in October and November, celebration of our hundred years of progress. 


Only a large volume could have done justice to those who guided that 
progress and the reader is asked to bear with us through our "' diary of events”. 
Humble apologies are tendered to the cultural organisations and service groups thai 
have not received due recognition. Their work is immeasurable, their labours so 
often not of the dramatic type that reaches the news. Perhaps they are well 
epitomized by the activities of a branch of Toc H formed in Ashburton in 1938. 
Its origins were in the wartime armed forces and its purpose fellowship and service 
for which thanks and publicity were shunned. (Its first project was funding the 
shifting of the rose gardens in the Domain). In 1940, the Toc H free Hospital 
Library was stocked with public donations of books and helped by the Hospital 
Board. As we repeat, '' What of the future '' it is warming to realize that, although 
Foc H as such is now locally defunct, the books continue to be distributed two 
nights a week by the remnant few. 


For those who would wish to know more of the Borough's Century, we suggest 
you read the Canterbury volume of '' Cyclopedia of New Zealand '', John Brown's 
" History of Ashburton '', Dr. Scotter's '' Ashburton '' and Emily Bayliss's '' Tinwald ". 
In the compiling of this booklet the files of '' Ashburton Guardian '' and minutes 
of the Borough Council were checked against these books. 


We thank the author, Mrs Beatrice Silverwood, for the research and writing, 
Councillor Russell Anstiss, Town Clerk Scotty Watson, Librarian Miss Jill Watson 
for their help, the Historical Society, Mr Peter Hickman, the Library and '' Ashburton 
Guardian '' for photographs, and Borough Council Staff, Misses Helen Lanadon 
and Anne Harcourt who typed the manuscript. 


We wish a happy Centennial Season to all and may the Borough flourish 
throughout its second hundred years. 


Vo 
deter 
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Dedication 
TO THOSE WHO TOILED FOR WHAT 


WE HAVE TODAY. 
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GRASS ROOTS 


Today Ashburton is a town of 14,000 inhabitants. It bear's 
the name of the Hon. Thomas Baring, later Lord Ashburton, who 
had bought a large tract of land from north of the river to as 
far as Waipara from the Canterbury Association. When our 
history really began (although most of the Association’s runs 
in the County were already taken up in 1853-4) there was not 
even a sign of a dwelling. 


In 1858 William Turton, his wife and young family, arrived 
to establish a ferry service at the ford over the river near where 
the traffic bridge now stands. They quickly set up an accommo- 
dation house and stables on 300 acres leased from the Canterbury 
Provincial Government. Their licence to sell liquor was granted 
only on condition that they operated a ferry over the sometimes 
turbulent Ashburton River and offered accommodation to travel- 
lers breaking the 100-mile journey between Christchurch and 
Timaru. The Turtons were renowned for their hospitality and 
this, the first house in Ashburton, became a recreation centre 
for runholders and their workers and flourished amid the flax, 
tussocks and matagouri. 


In between ferrying travellers across the river, William 
Turton acted as postmaster and storekeeper. In 1869, he left 
the accommodation house after 11 years of service, but remained 
in the district and died in 1906, respected as the founder and 
earliest citizen of Ashburton. A small stone monument on the 
East Street green, near the northern approach to the traffic 
bridge, marks the site of his accommodation house, the first build- 
ing in Ashburton. 


The names of many Ashburton streets are associated with 
the surrounding runholders, e.g., Moore, Grigg and Kermode. 
Park Street was named after Robert Park, who managed the 
Winchmore Station for his brother-in-law, George Hart. He 
was also a surveyor and, in 1860, surveyed and laid out the town. 
Baring Square, of course, took the family name of Sir Thomas 
Baring, Lord Ashburton. 
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Not All Settlers! 


Slowly, more houses began to appear. In 1865 Louis 
Berliner operated the first store which was later to be destroyed 
by fire in his absence, but not before his wife had removed the 
most valuable stock. He claimed a large insurance and was 
later charged with arson, but managed to escape conviction. He 
then bought the “ Ashburton Arms” (William Turton having 
been declared bankrupt) and, in spite of owning successful race- 
horses, was being pursued for debt. This colourful character 
next appeared in Australia, where he was again setting up a 
business, this time in Melbourne. 


At about this time too, John and Thomas Turton, William’s 
brothers, were operating “The New Inn”, a stopping place for 
the through coach. 


First Local Government 


The need for a controlling body became apparent as the 
runs were developed and a meeting at Turton’s accommodation 
house in 1864 formed the Ashburton Road Board consisting of 
Benjamin Moorhouse (Shepherd’s Bush), Perey Cox, Robert 
Park (leasing the Winchmore Estate), Edward Chapman (Acton) 
and Alexander Lean (Lendon). Edward Chapman was Chairman 
for two meetings, followed by Alex Lean and after meetings 
held on the various estates in 1871 they came back to Turton’s 
accommodation house. In 1878 the Road Board built its own 
offices in Moore Street and continued to hold all meetings there 
till it went out of existence in July, 1879, after the County Council 
had been formed in December, 1876, and the Borough Council in 
September, 1878. 


Some road formation through Ashburton had been done 
by the Road Board. Following plans and specifications by C. E. 
Fooks, I. Greenaway had formed and shingled the Great South 
Road through the budding town and some side streets had also 
been laid out. However, tussocks waved and gorse flourished 
within a stone’s throw of the main street. The early Borough 
Council minutes continued to be full of works directions to remove 
tussocks and stones and for the householders to grub gorse and 
broom from their sections for many years to follow. 
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Railway Boost 


With the coming of the railway in 1874, sales of land 
flourished, homes were built, businesses sprang up like mush- 
rooms, along with hotels. Ashburton needed a controlling body 
to look after the welfare of the townspeople. Meetings were held 
and on July 18th, 1878, the Government granted a request for 
Ashburton to be constituted a Borough, the Gazette notice being 
passed through on August Ist, 1878. 


A public meeting on August 18th then passed the resolu- 
tion: “In the opinion of this meeting, it is expedient that the 
township of Ashburton be proclaimed a Borough under the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1876, and that His Excellency the 
Governor be petitioned to proclaim the same”. 


A petition was signed by those present who were house- 
holders within the Belt for blocks of land to be reserved for 
Municipal purposes, and the member for the district was asked 
to present it to Parliament. 


The infant Borough had proudly taken its first step. 


st Street in 1890. 


= 
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FIRST BOROUGH COUNCIL 


The first Mayor of the Ashburton Borough was elected 
on September 2nd, 1878. Two stood for office; both were keen 
businessmen and had already served on the Ashburton Road 
Board. Mr Thomas Bullock was also a member of the County 
Council. On this occasion he defeated his friend, Mr Donald 
Williamson, by 111 votes to 49 to become the first Mayor of 
Ashburton. 


On September 4th, the first election for nine Councillors 
returned: Donald Williamson, Joseph Ivess, Edward Saunders, 
Robert W. Shearman, Weymouth Roberts, Andrew Orr, Rudolph 
Friedlander, George Parkin, James Campbell. The seven un- 
successful candidates were: Messrs Robinson, Fowler, Leggett, 
Firth, Quill, Chapman and Sandoe. A procession of varied vehicles 
drawn by horses and donkeys and accompanied by a brass band 
wielded all sorts of devices such as brooms, paint brushes and 
loaves in celebration of the occasion, and to the vast amusement 
of the onlookers. 


Town Hall 


The first meeting of the new Borough Council was held in 
the Town Hall, privately owned in spite of its title, which had 
just been built on the site now occupied by the Bank of 
New Zealand, on Monday, September 9th, 1878. The Mayor pre- 
sided and, with the new Councillors, signed the declaration. J. 
Ivess and E. Saunders were absent. 


The minutes of the first meeting were signed by Mr Charles 
Braddell, though he was not actually appointed clerk till the 
second meeting on September 28rd, from among several appli- 
cants. He was an accountant with offices in Montgomery’s Build- 
ings on the southern side of the Burnett and East Street corner. 
There were doubts about the capacity of his office to cater for 
the new Council and the clerk was instructed to have a press 
for newspapers and a table and 12 chairs ordered. 

A sub-committee of Councillors Campbell, Shearman and 
Friedlander was set up to arrange for the taking over of funds 
in hand from the Road Board for the sale of land and these 
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amounted to £1,140 in all. Fourteen immigration cottages in 
the Borough were also handed over. 


The new Borough needed bylaws and a committee of 
Councillors Ivess, Orr, Williamson, Roberts and Friedlander was 
set up to attend to this task. 


Messrs Roberts and Parkin were appointed a committee 
to supervise a survey map of the town to be compiled by a 
licensed surveyor, showing the levels of all the streets. Tenders 
were invited for this work. At the next meeting, C. E. Fooks 
and Son were appointed and duly completed the map after an 
extension of six weeks because the north-westers were so fierce 
that they were unable to take the levels necessary. Fooks and 
Son were also commissioned to make a tracing on cloth of 2,000 
acres of railway reserve between Tinwald and Rangitata to 
be forwarded to the Government with a request that the same 
be reserved as an endowment for the Borough. This application 
was finally blocked. 


A Valuation Roll had to be prepared, and it was decided 
to call tenders for the job. At a later meeting Mr Mutch was 
appointed to complete the task by November. Needless to say, 
there were some deficiencies and objections from section holders, 
but these were ironed out later by the same valuer. 


It was decided to write to the Government for an account 
of the reserves in the Borough, together with the reason for 
which they were reserved. This list was sent by the Crown Lands 
Department on October 21st, 1878, but did not include the reserves 
set aside for educational purposes. The Road Board surveyor 
complained that the gravel pit at the corner of East Street and 
the North Town Belt was encroaching on the Waste Lands adjoin- 
ing and advised the Borough Council to apply for a bigger 
reserve. 


The County Council offered a grant of £5,000 to the infant 
borough to set up a water supply, a vexed question that is causing 
just as much concern in 1978 as it did in 1878. We have always 
had either too much or too little and problems have continually 
arisen from both. 
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THE SOMERSET CORNER (perhaps 1912). The Clock has been returned very close 


to its original position. 


At this first meeting, the matter of a seal was considered. 
Land leases and bylaws had to carry the Borough Seal. It was 
decided to call tenders for the design and six designs were sub- 
mitted later by Mr Ivess for the Seal Committee. One by Mr 
Watkins at the cost of £6 was chosen and the execution of the 
work was done by Edwards, Dunlop and Co., of Sydney, for 
£17/12/6. The splash of bright red has livened up the Council 
Minute Books many times in the ensuing 100 years. 


Applications were to be called for the position of Town 
Clerk at £100 p.a. and at the next meeting, Mr C. Braddell was 
officially appointed. 


Se ended the first meeting of the Ashburton Borough 
Council. 
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GROWING PAINS .. . 
THE FIRST DECADE 


The first 50 years of the Ashburton Borough’s history is 
the story of a small town growing rapidly, plagued by constant 
pleas for an efficient water supply, for streets to be formed, 
gravelled and channelled, for stones and tussocks to be removed; 
complaints about the dust nuisance from “ nor’ westers” on 
unsealed streets; about potholes and puddles when it rained; 
the need for more street lighting; the need for building by-laws 
to ensure that the growth of the town was not haphazard. The 
Borough fathers suffered from a chronic shortage of money 
because the town wanted all its amenities at once. The finances 
were in overdraft for most of the early years. The Council 
carried a heavy load with street formation work and the instal- 
lation of essential services such as lighting, drainage and sani- 
tation. It insisted valiantly on building standards, park and 
reserve maintenance, street cleanliness and reasonable public 
behaviour. At the same time, it had to attend to the education, 
culture and general welfare of the residents. 


This herculean task the early Councils tackled with vigour: 
nor were they discouraged by disappointment. If one method of 
attack failed, they waited and approached the matter from a 
different angle. They argued with the Government, petitioned, 
protested, went directly to the Prime Minister on occasions, 
by-passed obstructive officials, fought their way out of entangle- 
ments of red tape time and again, but they did not give up the 
struggle. 


After a century of existence, only one essential problem 
seems to be less than satisfactorily resolved — the water supply. 
It has its up and downs with the seasons and the weather. 
Sometimes problems with the sewerage system crop up, again 
largely in connection with stormwater disposal or with the 
breakdown of piping systems laid in times of a much smaller 
population. In some cases, age has caught up with them. The 
Borough fathers did indeed try to plan ahead, but were frequently 
bogged down in problems of finance. 
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Men With A Mission 


They were fortunate in one aspect — the electoral repre- 
sentatives were only too willing to offer their services if required. 
They went to endless trouble at times, lobbying to secure the 
passing of some bills or to prevent the passing of others. Sir 
William Nosworthy, to become Minister of Agriculture in 1919, 
was a politician with a conscience whose name comes to mind 
in connection with requests from the Borough Council. As politi- 
cians, the local Members of Parliament may not have been in 
world class, but they did lend a sympathetic ear to the wants of 
the Council. 

The early Councillors were very able men, used to coping 
with business in a vigorous, quickly developing community, and 
they made their views known in no uncertain terms. The early 
Mayors had no easy task in reconciling Councillors with strong, 
opposing views. They were all pioneers and well aware of their 
own wishes for the town. There was sometimes a sudden resigna- 
tion, following a disagreement at a Council meeting. Among the 
early Mayors with considerable ability were Thomas Bullock, 
the first Mayor, Hugo Friedlander, David Thomas and later, 
Henry Davis who remained as Mayor for 12 years from 1908 to 
1915 and was returned unopposed for most of that time. 

The new Borough Council in 1878 was dedicated. Its 
path was paved with good intentions. Along the way it was 
often frustrated. It had funds from the Ashburton Road Board 
and plenty of land for town sections and reserves, granted by 
the Government. At its second meeting on September 25th, 
1878, the Bank of New Zealand was appointed to take charge 
of its finances and the first Finance Committee comprised the 
Mayor (Thomas Bullock), Edward Saunders and Rudolph Fried- 
lander. The first Works Committee included Donald Williamson, 
George Parkin, Weymouth Roberts, Robert William Shearman 
and the Mayor. 


Work On The Basics 

Mr Bullock suggested that something would have to be 
done to remedy the disgraceful state of the streets, with refer- 
ence to drainage. A sanitation reserve was set aside in the 
riverbed and the Mayor, W. Roberts, D. Williamson and E. Saun- 
ders were appointed a committee to tackle the problem. 
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Water was necessary for fire prevention as well as for 
household and business purposes and the first wells were sunk, 
one opposite Andrew Orr’s, one opposite the Town Hall and one 
in Bullock’s block. The Council considered the purchase of a 
fire engine. It also wanted a Magistrate’s Court set up and new 
Council offices built (it was operating from Charles Braddell’s 
accountant office). Mr C. B. M. Branson was appointed Borough 
Solicitor, and by-laws were drafted and sent to the Governor 
for approval. Land was reserved along the riverbed for the 
protection of the town. 


The water problem was becoming more urgent and Iooks 
and Son offered to superintend a scheme to bring water through 
the dry gully in the Domain, but this was dropped. The Gas, 
Coal and Coke Company were given permission to lay gas pipes 
through the town and to fit 17 gas lamps at £1/10/- each. They 
were to be lit 30 minutes after sundown till 1 a.m., not at full 
moon and not for seven weeks before and after December 22nd. 
At last a £15,000 loan for the outfall drain and channelling was 
granted. The Council “felt the pinch”, decided to retrench, 
dismissed some of its lesser officers and suspended the surveyor 
for three or four months. On July 8th, 1879, Mr Crisp was 
appointed solicitor and Hugo Friedlander became Mayor at the 
end of that year. 


At this time cab drivers were occupying a stand in East 
Street on the railway side between Havelock and Burnett Streets. 
They must have been kicking over the traces a little because 
Councillor St. Hill proposed at a meeting on February 9th, 1880. 
that “the Town Clerk write to the cab proprietors in the town 
stating that it had come to the knowledge of the Council that 
some of the cab proprietors were driving prostitutes and other 
improper characters through the streets, and informing them 
that, should this occur again, their licences would not be renewed.” 


At last a licence was granted to the Council to take water 
from Saunders’ Mill race. The gully crossing the West Town 
Belt (Oak Grove now) at Cox Street (Elizabeth Street today) 
was filled in and James Wilkie’s tender for the outfall drain 
and water supply was accepted at £285/10/-. The waterworks 
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were formally declared open on September 27th, 1880, and a 
banquet was held later. 

Ratepayers were asked to find half the cost of their foot- 
paths. An Industrial Exhibition was held, towards which Ash- 
burton contributed, and the next excitement was the visit of the 
Governor on March 24th, 1881. He was tendered a banquet at 
half a guinea (10s 6d) a ticket and two triumphal arches were 
erected outside the Town Hall. At this time shrubs had been 
planted in Baring Square East and some trees along the Town 
Belts. 


Council needed its usual overdraft: £1,000 this time. The 
Bank of New Zealand wanted to charge them 9%. Inquiries were 
made and the account was changed over to the Union Bank of 
Australia which offered better terms. 


The Council members were most perturbed to hear the 
report that children’s bodies were being buried in gardens in 
the Borough and decided to have the matter investigated. They 
were much relieved when the local police sergeant assured them 
that there was no cause for this complaint. 


(Free?) Enterprise 


The first request to the Government for a new railway 
station was made in July and the Council considered buying a 
new steam fire-engine for the town. It also debated the purchase 
of the Gas, Coal and Coke Company to produce its own gas for 
heating and lighting. It was always very tussock-conscious and 
at an October meeting, decided that tenants in arrears with 
Borough rents were to clear tussocks from the streets in the 
town. It was practical as well as poverty-stricken! 


Ait Right— 
VISIT OF GOVERNOR.—Sir George Grey, Premier of New Zealand, had in March, 
visited Ashburton, but these decorations welcomed the Governor, the Earl of 
Normanby, on the first train from Christchurch to Dunedin, 6th September, 1878. 
The Mayor, Thomas Bullock performed the first ceremonial act for the Borough in 
presenting him with a Loyal Address. Visitors who had left at 6 a.m., and hosts 
had breakfast in the Town Hall — 350 of them. The Hall and the Somerset Hotel 
are pictured in the photograph. 
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At the end of 1881, Donald Williamson became Mayor. 
Borough and County wanted to have a separate Charitable Aid 
Board for Ashburton quite apart from Christchurch, and the 
Tinwald and Hampstead Town Boards, as well as the Upper 
Ashburton Road Board, supported them. This was a continuing 
fight. 


Hugo Friedlander’s plan for a high pressure water supply 
was declared to be unfair to the ratepayers as a special rate 
would have to be imposed, so it was abandoned. Council decided 
to sell the immigration cottages that had been given to it, on its 
inauguration as a Borough, by the Ashburton Road Board. They 
were offered at auction for removal, but one was transferred to 
the west side of the town to act as a fire station. 


Site For Library Sought 


Now in 1882, Councillors Ivess and Orr were appointed to 
find a suitable site for a library and a section was granted to 
them. A loan was raised for it from the Ashburton Permanent 
Building Society and paid off at the end of 1884. Again the 
Council asked for a resident Magistrate and, at the beginning 
of 1888, W. M. Price was appointed for Ashburton and Rakaia, to 
reside in Ashburton. A new hospital was to be built at last, and 
Fooks and Son were appointed superintending architect and sur- 
veyor to the project for £25 p.a. 


The eyesore alongside the railway lines — coalyards and 
timber yards — annoyed Council (and has for almost a hundred 
years) and it now asked to have them removed, but met with no 
success. It tried once more to have a crossing constructed at 
Moore Street, but was refused — another continuing struggle. 
The traffic bridg2 also required widening at the approaches and 
Borough and County combined to share the expenses (£4,000) 
on a 50-50 basis. 


Time was passing. In 1885 the Working Men’s Club was 
granted a charter and the Woollen Factory was opened on Mon- 
day, October 19, that same year. On this occasion a half holiday 
was granted in the town. “The Mill” has been a great asset for 
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almost a century. At this stage the Volunteer Fire Brigade 
resigned en bloc, but Council advertised and immediately another 
one was formed. The first watercart was bought to combat the 
dust from the northwesters in the business areas. There were 
no efficient shelter belts yet. 


Neck To Knee 


A petition was received from 70 residents for a swimming 
bath to be formed in the Domain and after much discussion at 
a meeting on October 31, 1887, Councillor Joshua Tucker moved 
that “the Council requests the Domain Board to allow bathing 
in the Domain on the upper side of the reservoir in a line with 
Park Street from sunrise till 7.30 p.m., provided bathers are 
properly clad”, and this motion was carried. 


Rudolph Friedlander was Mayor till the 1887 election 
when Thomas Sealy succeeded him. In June, 1886, the Mayoral 
Chain arrived from W. S. King and Company. Council joined 
the Municipal Association and religiously sent delegates to its 
annual conferences in the following years. 


Queen Victoria’s Jubilee was celebrated on June 20-21, 
public holidays in Ashburton. 


By April, 1888, money worries again hung over the Bor- 
ough. Fooks and Son were no longer responsible for the engin- 
eering, and Braddell, the Town Clerk, was given a month’s notice. 
The two jobs were amalgamated and advertised. Braddell said 
he required six months’ notice and sat tight. Ata special meeting 
the position was given to C. E. Fooks by ballot, Councillor Tucker 
eens because the new Town Clerk-cum-Engineer was often 
ill. 


Council had indeed fallen on evil days as far as money 
was concerned. It could not raise enough to pay two sums 
disallowed by the Auditor-General in the Borough accounts and 
agreed to accept service of a summons. 


Mr D. H. Brown produced a scheme for a high pressure 
water supply and electric lighting which was very well received. 
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It was dropped. Instead, Council decided to buy at last a Shand 
Mason B Vertical Steam fire engine, for which the Canterbury 
Fire Association had granted £70. 


W. J. Walker presented a petition for the erection of a 
clock in the Library tower in the Borough Council Chambers, the 
money to come from the Jubilee Memorial Fund. 


A decade had passed and David Thomas became Mayor 
at the end of 1888. The most important events in the final year 
were reported to be the reducing of rents and the taking over 
of the Domain from the Domain Board. 


THE BANK OF NEW ZEALAND on the East Street site now occupied by Welburn 


House. 
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From 1888 Onwards... 
Hard Up But Hard at Work 


The story of the Borough continued to be a saga of works 
to be done and never enough money. At least the debt on the 
traffic bridge was cleared. 


The woollen mill, established in 1881, went bankrupt, but 
was reopened by another company in 1885. It flourished for 
three years, then also went bankrupt in 1889. It was taken over 
by Mosgiel who changed its name to the Canterbury Woollen 
Mills and then Mosgiel was taken over by some Dunedin business- 
men who sold the Ashburton mill to John Lane and Pringle 
Walker who had been partners in a similar concern in Dunedin. 
In 1904 these two joined Alfred Rudkin in a Christchurch hosiery 
firm and Lane, Walker, Rudkin came to be known all over New 
Zealand for its fine woollen work. It later became known as 
Alford Forest Mills in Ashburton and last year was again taken 
over by Mosgiel, to specialise in worsted work. 


In 1889 the two fire brigades amalgamated, cricket, cycling 
and football ground was laid out in the Domain, a swimming 
bath was proposed and a steam fire engine arrived. David Thomas 
had become Mayor. The Town Clock was erected in the tower 
of the Borough Council building and much street formation, 
kerbing and channelling were carried out. In 1892, the Council 
co-operated with the County to ask for a new Station and a 
new Post Office but were refused. H. Friedlander suggested 
that the time was opportune to introduce an allowance for the 
Mayor. The Gas Company contracted to light the town for 
three years. 


Richard Bird was Mayor 1892-8 after Hugo Friedlander. 
and in 1893 John Orr became Mayor. The use of Baring Square 
West as a tennis court was granted to the Wesleyan Church and 
also to the Bowling Club. In 1894 the Council took over the 
railway reserves for planning and built a shed for the new fire 
engine. Joseph Sealy became Mayor. In September, 1895, Hamp- 
stead and Allenton suggested amalgamation with the Borough, 
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and Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee was celebrated in 1897 
by adding a convalescent ward to the Hospital. Charles Reid 
became Mayor, then H. Friedlander again in 1899. The County 
now allowed the Borough to take a water supply at Farm Road 
for £40 p.a. 


In 1900 came the South African War and the Gasworks 
offered to sell out to the Council for £9,000. There was a fire 
at the Post Office and Council agitated for a new one instead of 
having the old one repaired. This was agreed to. The Beautify- 
ing Association was formed and set out to improve Baring Square 
and the railway reserves. 

The new Post Office was built in 1901. W. H. Collins 
became Mayor and the R.F.M. became the central abattoir. The 
Council paid half the cost of putting a clock in the Post Office 
(£375). No License was carried at the General Election in 1902. 


Henry Davis became Mayor in 1903. Iron railings were 
put round Baring Square by the Beautifying Association. By 
March, 1904, the price demanded for the Gasworks had risen 
to £14,000 and it was decided to engage H. B. Courtis, the Dune- 
din Gas Engineer, to report on the condition of the works and 
suggest a price to be offered by the Council. The traffic bridge 
needed re-decking. The spare library room was granted to the 
Technical classes for dressmaking. A proposal to raise a loan 
of £15,000 to buy the Gasworks was lost on a poll. 


In 1905 new street lamps were ordered and the Gas Com- 
pany’s contract for lighting the town renewed for two years. 
David Thomas was granted permission to erect the John Grigg 
Memorial Statue in Baring Square and the Dairy Factory was 
built at the end of West Street. 


A poll was carried in 1906 agreeing to the raising of a 
loan of £1,000 for the erection of a pavilion and grandstand 
in the Domain, but the Treasury refused to grant it. The Ceme- 
tery Reserves were now vested in the Council. B. J. Ager’s 
tender of £880 for the erection of the pavilion was accepted, 
money to be supplied from a loan received. An Ashburton Court 
was furnished at the New Zealand Exhibition, and the Mayor 
attended the Governor’s Banquet on that occasion. 


The Ashburton Borough Centenary (1878—1978) a7 


By March, 1907, the price demanded for the Gasworks had 
risen to £17,300. Craddock and Sims were allowed to install 
private electric power for lighting, ete. A Committee was set 
up to report on electric lighting for the Borough and Craddock 
and Sims were given a permit to install electricity in the Borough 
for five years. This, however, was held over till the question 
of buying the Gasworks was settled. As the Gasworks were 
unwilling to allow depreciation on its plant, the Council decided 
to drop the proposal to buy them. The Beautifying Association 
now disbanded and left Council to maintain Baring Square and 
the reserves. An expert, Cyrus Williams, was engaged to report 
on a High Pressure Water Supply System for the Borough. 


In 1908 a poll was carried on a proposal to raise a loan 
of £15,000 for a High Pressure Water Supply. Craddock and 
Sims concession to supply electricity was extended to seven 
years in which Council guaranteed not to take over electric light- 
ing in the Borough without paying compensation to the Company. 
A site at the corners of Cameron, Cass and Havelock Streets was 
granted for a Technical School. 


Community Centre 


A band rotunda was planned for Baring Square West with 
funds left over from the Fallen Troopers’ Memorial Fund in 
1909 and £50 was granted as a Mayor’s Honorarium. Part of 
Wakanui Road was renamed Victoria Street. There was much 
trouble in raising the £15,000 loan. However, the Bank of New 
Zealand undertook the whole of the loan, as the Council decided 
to transfer its accounts to this Bank in future. On October 10th, 
I’. J. Williams, of Dunedin, was appointed engineer to oversee 
the installation of the High Pressure Water Supply Scheme. 


Lord Kitchener and the Governor both visited the town 
in April, 1910. A power-house was built for the waterworks 
and it was declared open on January 27th, 1911. The Railways 
Department had at last supplied a ramped overbridge near the 
station. The Borough was well pleased with its water supply 
after waiting so many years for a satisfactory flow. The Band 
Rotunda had also been completed and lit by electricity. 
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By 1912 an interest was being shown in amalgamation 
with the Borough. The Mayor and Messrs Priest, Nicoll, Hillier, 
Ferriman and Hefford were appointed a committee to talk to 
public meetings at Hampstead and Allenton on the benefits of 
a Greater Ashburton policy. The Council also decided on June 
26th to ask the Government if, on the completion of the Lake 
Coleridge Scheme, it would be prepared to supply hydro-electric 
current to the Borough, the quantity and terms and the probable 
date when it would be available. The Borough Councillors cer- 
tainly believed in looking to the future! Now they wanted a 
sewerage scheme too. There had been endless trouble with 
nightsoil disposal over the years. F. J. Williams submitted a 
sewerage plan to the Council for consideration. The Defence 
Department leased the sections where the Drill Hall was even- 
tually built. Craddock and Co. handed over electricity installation 
in the Borough to the Ashburton Electric Supply Company. 


The War Effort 


In August, 1914, World War I began and Ashburton sent 
many young men overseas. Honours Boards are evident in 
school halls over the town in remembrance of the sacrifices of 
life that were made. The C.F.M. refused to renew its contract 
to slaughter animals for the local butchers and Council wanted 
suitable land on which to establish its own abattoirs. 


Robert Galbraith became Mayor in 1915. An abattoir loan 
of £5,000 was raised by a special rate, the Department of Agri- 
culture agreed to the plans, and a brick building was erected. 
On February 26th, 1917, the Council decided to ask the County, 
Hampstead and Tinwald if they would join with the Borough 
to contribute £500 a month to the Red Cross Society for 12 
months. Netherby was gazetted in the Borough from October 
1st and a loan of £1,850 was sought to install High Pressure 
Water Supply in the new area. 


The influenza epidemic after the War was felt in Ash- 
burton and steps were taken to combat it. The Ashburton Elec- 
tric Supply Co. was asked to complete street lighting for the 
Borough and gas lighting ceased. On September 22nd, 1919, it 
was decided to have a Power Board constituted to control the 
distribution of current within the Borough. A loan of £35,000 
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At Left— 


THOMAS BULLOCK 
Mayor 1878—1879. 


Below— 


AN EARLY VIEW— 

An early view of East Street shopping 
area, about where McKenzies and Wool- 
worths are now. 

In 1892 seven shops were burned here. 


The date on the Auction Rooms is 1873. 
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was raised for sewerage reticulation and F. J. Williams, of 
Dunedin, was appointed to supervise it at 74°, the scheme to 
be let in five contracts. 


On April 1st, 1921, Hampstead joined the Borough, the 
water supply to remain unchanged till a poll was taken. The 
Borough School asked for help to construct swimming baths 
away from the Domain, but Council had no funds available. 


Landscaping 


In 1922, another coal producer was installed to generate 
electricity at the powerhouse. Crum Bros. tendered successfully 
for the installation of the Netherby sewerage, and the Fire 
Brigade resigned because of no motor transport available to 
the scene of fires. The Council promised to arrange this and 
the Brigade was re-appointed at the next meeting on September 
4th. The Electric Power Board offered to buy the Council’s 
generating plant, land and buildings on a basis to be arranged. 
The drainage engineer valued the plant and gave a report on 
changing it to electricity, and the deal was signed, 1928, Council 
to appoint three members to the Power Board. The Power Board 
took over officially at noon, May 21st, 1928. The Advance Ash- 
burton Association was formed. J. R. Richardson was appointed 
Borough Sanitary and General Inspector in July, and the electric 
lighting system for the streets was turned on on August 9th, 
1923. The wooden fence round Baring Square West was removed 
by the Advance Ashburton Association and a low stone one 
erected instead. Gas pipes were to be removed from the streets. 
Then in 1924, the P. and T. Department started to install under- 
ground telephone cables. The Council now became a motor 
registration authority. The War Memorial Committee asked for 
a site in Baring Square West on which to erect a memorial to 
the district men who had fallen in the Great War, and this was 
granted. The Allenton Sports Club opened. 

The Main Highways Board agreed to East Street and 
Havelock Street from East Street to the N.W. Belt being declared 
“main highways,” relieving the Council of some of the expense 
of maintenance from 1926 onwards. 

An abortive attempt was made to obtain the Courthouse 
site on which to establish a Town Hall. 
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In 1927, Mr L. A. Charles, whom many will remember and 
who wrote a history of St. Stephen’s Parish, was appointed 
Borough Solicitor. The building of a new road traffic bridge 
began this year. (An early one had been been for road and 
rail.) 


The War Memorial in the middle of Baring Square West 
was unveiled on June 4th, 1928. Soon afterwards came the cele- 
brations for the Bor ough’s 50th Jubilee, mainly for the children, 
with tree planting in the Domain and at the Water Tower, and 
a banquet. Discussions on the new traffic bridge ended with the 
Main Highways Board agreeing to add two feet to the width, 
the County to pay 692-3% of the cost, the Borough 25 1-3% 
and Tinwald 5%, to be spread over three years and the estimated 
cost £27,500. 
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Financial Slump and 


The Second 50 Years 


Negotiations began to buy 50 acres for an airport, the 
County to share 50-50 with an option on a further 48 acres. 
Talking pictures came to the Majestic Theatre in December, 
1980. The town water supply was now inadequate and a gravi- 
tation scheme was discussed by Council. By 1932 the new traffic 
bridge was completed at a total cost of £24,411, the Council’s 
share being £1,757/3/3. These were depression years and a 
Relief Committee operated. Council sent no Christmas cards 
out and sent nobody to the Municipal Association Conference. 


The new Mayor, in 1933, was William H. Woods. Both 
Buchanan’s and the Canterbury Roller Flour Mills had installed 
automatic sprinkler systems for fire protection. The bathing 
sheds at the Domain were boarded in and a shower added, giving 
three sheds for men and one for women. 


A civie reception was tendered to Miss Jean Batten on 
July 11th, 1934, and Mrs B. E. Opie was appointed Librarian, a 
position she was to hold for many years. Then, in 1985, in 
January, came a visit from Sir Alexander and Lady Godley, 
followed by one from H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester, for which 
elaborate preparations were made. Hampstead’s underground 
drainage began at last, loans being raised of £12,000 and £4,500. 
King George V’s Silver Jubilee was celebrated in May and he 
died in January next year. Mourning was followed by Coronation 
celebrations for George VI in April, 1987. The County Council 
opened its new offices earlier in the year. A loan of £10,000 was 
raised for street sealing and of £4,000 to purchase a park for 
Ashburton East was turned down because the Government con- 
sidered the land too expensive. 


Dr. G. I. Miller became Mayor in 1938, and the Diamond 
Jubilee of the Borough was celebrated in August. Mr D. H. 
Leigh, of Dunedin, was appointed Domain Curator, and the iron 
fence from Baring Square East was removed and re-erected 
at the Cemetery. 
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Allenton was gazetted into the Borough on April 1st, 
1939, and the first Traffic Inspector was appointed. It was decided 
to invest in a Mayoral Chain and John Brown’s “ History of 
Ashburton” was commissioned jointly by the Borough and the 
County. The Second World War broke out in this year. 

In 1940 came the celebration of Dean O’Donnell’s Diamond 
Jubilee, and Dr. John Connor became Mayor. It was decided to 
lease the Glassworks land, some of it to be available to the 
Cemetery and, as a memorial to the late Dr. Miller, a children’s 
playground to be established in the Domain. Military camps 
were established round Ashburton, and as a result the sewer 
and water were laid on to the Showgrounds and the Racecourse. 
The building of a new theatre was delayed indefinitely and the 
loss of the Majestic, burned down in 1937, was felt for many 
years as the Government would not grant a permit for a non- 
essential building. A Patriotic Committee operated during the 
war years, the Borough’s quota of the appeal set at £7,583 for 
1942, which it succeeded in raising. 

The State Housing Corporation now began a policy of 
building houses about the town and a large block of land was 
bought in Allenton and developed with a small children’s play- 
ground included. Council was kept busy supplying water and 
sewerage to these State Housing developments for many years, 
and also making land available for these subdivisions. 


In 1944, the Post Office planned to remove the clock tower 
as an earthquake risk and this was done in spite of bitter oppo- 
sition. Ernest C. Bathurst became Mayor, a position he held 
for 12 years. The Allenton shopping area development began 
in late 1944 when John Orr’s bought out the Mission Hall on the 
corner of Allens Road and Winters Road (now Harrison Street) 
to establish a grocery store. A grand Victory Ball was held at 
the Radiant Hall in June, 1945. The Library moved to temporary 
premises behind the “ Guardian” offices. A Royal Commission 
on the granting of licences to Ashburton Hotels (six in the 
town and five in the county). A poll had voted for restoration 
in 1927, but lost licences could not be restored. In 1938 and 19438 
“ Continuance ” was carried at the polls. 

The big snow came on July 18th, 1945, the Power Board, 
P. and T. and Council staff did a herculean task clearing streets 
and restoring services. 
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King George VI died in 1952. Dominion Industries took 
over the Glassworks that were never reopened, and the Allenton 
Hall was sold outright to the Ashburton Free Kindergarten 
Association. R. M. Walden’s block subdivision was approved and 
most of Allenton was opened up for building about this period. 
Town Planning was very much to the fore under the supervision 
of T. G. McPherson. It was decided to move the South African 
War Memorial south in Baring Square to balance the John Grigg 
statue in the north. The Licensing Trust bought from the Buffalo 
Lodge the section in Moore Street used for many years as a 
bottle store. 

New tennis courts were laid near the Hospital in 1953 
and Te Marae and Ashburton Tennis Clubs united and moved 
there. The names of those who died in the Second World War 
were added to the World War I Memorial in Baring Square West 
which was floodlit. The Clock Tower project had proved too 
expensive. The balance of the money left over from the inscrip- 
tion of the names on the Memorial in Baring Square West was 
used to maintain it. Queen Elizabeth was crowned on June 2nd 
and the town was floodlit for the occasion. A Milk Treatment 
Station, K.B. Dairies, was built. A celebration of the Borough’s 
7oth Anniversary took place in August. By 1954 the Regent 
Theatre had been built on the site of the old Majestic at last 
and the St. James Theatre was also functioning at this time. A 
block of shops was built in Winters Road in E. H. Orr’s subdivision 
and Allenton in general made giant strides. 

In March, 1955, the Tinwald Town Board disappeared 
and Tinwald became part of the Borough. T. Lane and R. Tar- 
botton (late Chairman of the Board) were appointed to the 
Council to give advice on Tinwald affairs. The War Memorial 
money and subsidy were held in trust for the erection of a 
Memorial Hall. The Centennial Sports Hall was in operation 
but the floor was a problem. An £83,000 loan for streets and 
footpaths was approved and an Industrial Fair was held in the 
Sports Hall. 


At Left— 

THE TRIANGLE IN 1904.—The oldest family business in the Triangle is the Hair- 

dressing Salon run by George Whiting from 1920, Whiting Bros. for a time, and now 
by Noel Whiting. 
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In 1946 a drainage loan of £23,450 was raised for the 
reticulation of Allenton. H. G. Royds reported that more treat- 
ment works were needed as the systems were grossly overloaded 
and recommended Imhoff tanks and upgrading of the old pipe 
systems to cope with the increased load. A loan of £40,000 to do 
this was requisitioned by the Board of Health. 

The Soldiers’ Club, in Tancred Street, was vacated by the 
R.S.A. for rooms in West Street (late N.Z.F.C.A.) and next used 
as a creche, after being offered to the Council who offered it to 
the Community Centre Committee. The Council bought the build- 
ings at the aerodrome (used as a radar station during the war) 
for £6,500 to establish transit housing. 

T. G. McPherson came to the town as Sanitary and General 
Inspector in May, 1948, so has now 380 years in Ashburton, or- 
ganising Civil Defence here in more recent years. 

An attemnt to revive the Advance Ashburton Association 
in 1949, was unsuccessful. 


Building Boom 

A new curator’s house was built in the Domain in 1949, and 
the Allenton Kindergarten opened about the middle of the year. 
A Licensing Trust was set up and the rooms upstairs in the 
Council Offices leased to them for offices in 1950. Well bores 
and pumps were established at Farm Road. A Centennial (of 
Canterbury) Committee set out to raise funds for a Sports Hall 
planned to go in the Domain. A War Memorial Committee of 
Dr. N. E. H. Fulton, Dr. J. R. Wells, R. M. McGregor, H. G. 
Ferrier, W. V. Joyce and the Mayor considered a clock tower 
as a suitable memorial. 

In 1951, there were parking problems associated with 
the opening of the Hotel Devon as a Trust Hotel. Pensioners’ 
flats were built in Mona Square. The Council was without an 
engineer, but the County offered to lend theirs. R. C. Major 
resigned as Town Clerk after 14 years’ service. H. C. Childs 
was promoted to take his place and remained in this position 
until the arrival of I. S. Watson, who served the Council from 
1969 until 1978. In October the Licensing Trust moved their 
bottle store from Havelock Street to the Somerset Hotel. A 
£10,000 machinery loan was taken out as well as others to im- 
prove the pumping station at Farm Road. 
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J. S. Houston was appointed Borough Engineer in April, 
1956. An Arts Council was formed in June. E. C. Bathurst 
retired as Mayor and Archibald A. McDonald was elected un- 
opposed. Next year work began on a new Post Office. £2,000 
of alterations were authorised to the Domain Pavilion. The 
“Meals on Wheels” service was organised by the Rotary Club 
and a form of “ Home Aid” service considered for the aged and 
infirm. By 1958 the old cemetery had been levelled and handed 
over to the Reserves Department. Mrs B. E. Opie resigned as 
Librarian on June 6th after 24 years’ service, and Mrs McArtney 
came in her place in October. The Historical Society was formed. 


The Ashburton Netherby School was opened in the third 
term of 1959, in Brucefield Avenue, and John Davidson was 
elected Mayor. The Tinwald Hall was being built, the foundation 
stone laid by H. B. Millichamp, a Chairman of the Tinwald War 
Memorial Committee, the dedication to take place on June 12th, 
1960. In April, Council adopted the Gravity Water Supply Sys- 
tem in principle. The Rogers subdivision was under way in 
1961, from Middle Road to Harrison Street, opening up another 
large Allenton block for housing. The Ashburton Croquet Club 
disbanded and Waireka used its greens. The County and Borough 
combined to take over the Aerodrome and the Canterbury Aero 
Club agreed to lease it. It was decided to raise a loan of £121,000 
for sewer reticulation in Tinwald and £115,000 to put in a Gravity 
Water Supply for the Borough. 


Amenities 


By the middle of 1962, the Tinwald Working Men’s Club 
had bought nine acres in Melcombe Street with the intention of 
building a chartered club. The Municipal Abattoir was extended. 
The Rotary Club completed building a Community Shop on the 
green opposite the A.N.Z. Bank and it was opened on June 8th, 
their 25th Anniversary — a much appreciated amenity for the 
town. Two hundred pounds was given to the Tinwald Domain 
Board for the erection of conveniences. It was decided to close 
down the Transit Housing at the Aerodrome. For the third 
year, the Ashburton Carnival Association lit the town with deco- 
rative lighting for Christmas. The carols by candlelight, run 
by the R.S.A. originally, were now being organised by the Baring 
Square Methodist Church. 
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On April 1st, 1963, plans were made for a Civic Centre 
and money from the Borough-owned properties facing Baring 
Square West were to go into a Civic Centre Fund. Coloured 
mercury vapour lights were put along Walnut Avenue. It was 
also decided to form a Public Relations Organisation on April 18th 
at a public meeting. The new St. Stephen’s Church was dedicated 
in June, and Council decided to start its Civic Centre project by 
building a new Library. An area of Industrial land was set aside 
behind River Terrace. 


Sir Bernard and Lady Fergusson visited the Borough in 
May, 1964—and parking meters came to stay! Dr. Scotter was 
commissioned to write a history of Ashburton from 1864—1964 
spread over two years for Borough and County. In the next 
year, 1965, Council decided to use fluoridation in the water supply, 
a decision subject to much protest — but carried out. It also 
sought the section leased to Mid-Canterbury Transport Limited 
on the corner of Havelock Street for the new library site, and 
the Tinwald sewerage scheme was completed. 


The Gravity Water Supply was connected to the Borough 
mains at the corner of Farm Road and Harrison Street on Janu- 
ary 27th, 1966, after prolonged testing. The industrial area in 
Bremner’s Road was in demand. The Warrant of Fitness Testing 
Station was planned and the Borough decided to have cars as 
well as trucks tested there and to make a car park on the west 
side of the railway between Havelock and Burnett Streets. The 
cherry trees fortunately were preserved. The Council decided 
to undertake pensioner housing with a 50% Government subsidy, 
and the Oddfellows Lodge also decided to build pensioner houses 
on Beach Road. The fluoridation plant came into operation in 
September. The warrant granting the Borough the right to a 
Coat of Arms arrived from the Royal College of Arms. 


The new Library and Community Centre rooms opened 
in September, 1967, and the old Community Centre in Tancred 
Street closed its doors at the end of the year. The Vehicle Testing 
Station, in South Street, was officially opened in July, 1968, and 
George Glassey became the next Mayor. The Ashburton Licen- 
sing Trust’s Hotel complex, in Racecourse Road, was established 
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and the National Conference of Licensing Trusts was held there 
in March 18th — 15th, 1969. After 23 years with the Council, 
Mr H. C. Childs resigned on August 1st, on his appointment as 
Town Clerk to Rotorua. The Vice-Regal visit of Sir Arthur 
and Lady Porritt, in March, was the big social occasion of the 
year. The I.H.C. planned to erect its new building in Archibald 
Street. Parking meters were installed in the Borough and a 
chlorination plant was put in at Hills Road, to operate in case 
of a pollution emergency. 


Council now began to plan for the new Administration 
Building, wanting to complete it early to leave time for the rest 
of the Civic Centre plan to be finished before the Centennial 
Celebrations in 1978. Sixty acres were also purchased for an 
industrial site in 1970. 


Moving Problems 


The new Rest Rooms, in Tancred Street, were opened in 
January after decades of wrangling for suitable women’s con- 
veniences. The new Ashburton College opened in Walnut Ave- 
nue also in 1971, and traffic problems arose with the numbers of 
students travelling at certain times of the day. The Ministry 
of Works suggested a cycle track and footpath on the downstream 
side of the traffic bridge and a cycle track on the upstream side 
to deal with the problem of secondary pupils crossing the bridge 
and ai School pupils also soon to be crossing from 
Tinwald. 


Mr Darcy O. Digby was elected Mayor at the end of 
the year, retiring at the end of 1977, when the present Mayor, 
Mr Geoffrey J. Geering, took office. Towards the end of 1971 
the Borough Council transferred its office to the Cameron Street 
site of the old Ashburton College where it was to remain until 
the new Administration Building, in Baring Square West, was 
completed. Mr James S. Houston, after 16 years as Borough 
Engineer, announced his retirement, to take place on April 15th 
of the following year. Buchanan’s closed as a flourmill in Octo- 
ber. There was bitter protest when the town electoral district 
was split in two, and also at this time, Mr R. G. Sinclair, an 
Ashburton lawyer, was elected World President of the Jaycees. 
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The I.H.C. Centre was opened in Archibald Street at the 
beginning of 1972. Dr. Scotter’s “ History of Ashburton” was 
also published in this year, a very comprehensive work produced 
for the Borough and County Councils. Mr J. T. L. Couper was 
appointed to succeed Mr J. S. Houston, as Borough Engineer, 
in March. The Governor-General and Lady Porritt paid a fare- 
well visit to the town on May 5th. The Hospital Board sold 
““Menorlue,” the old home of the W. H. Collins family, to Ash- 
burton College for supplementary classrooms. The foundation 
stone of the new Administration Building was laid on July 3rd, 
1972, and more pensioner flats were undertaken with subsidies 
granted by the State Advances Department. Both County and 
Borough rejected a proposal for a regional authority centred 
in Timaru in favour of a united Ashburton region. The Com- 
munity Centre project for the Centenary was abandoned because 
of escalating costs and alternative schemes were considered for 
several years till now the reconstruction of Baring Square East 
has been decided upon. At that time, problems with sewerage 
disposal were becoming acute and had to have priority, and 
oxidation ponds were necessary. 

A new Fire Station has been built in Burnett Street 


Additions to the Tinwald Hall were officially opened on 
May 6th, 1978, by the M.P. for South Canterbury, Mr R. L. G. 
Talbot, who is now residing in Ashburton. Another gain to 
Tinwald, opened in the Centennial Year, is the group of four 
retirement cottages built by the Anglican Church in Tinwald 
and opened on May 7th, also by Mr R. L. G. Talbot. Earlier, 
in April, the M.S.A. opened a new $65,000 pavilion, in Racecourse 
Road, to cater for the sporting interests of the members. 


000 


Recession Recurrence— 


When the new Borough Council “ took over ” in 1878 they 
also inherited the beginning of the 1878-1903 slump at the end 
of the land boom. The second half-century began in 1928 in the 
first year of the “thirties” slump. Inclusion also in the century 
of two World Wars prompts the hope and prayer that our second 
hundred will be strewn with fewer hurdles. 
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CARING 


The Ashburton Hospital has come a long way since its 
humble beginnings in 1879, when the County Council decided, 
on the motion of John Grigg and J. C. Wason, that such a building 
was desirable in Ashburton and granted £5,000 for this purpose. 
The site was chosen at the west end of the Domain and it was 
built by Mr W. Cartion for £5,022/10/-, in brick, one of the most 
expensive buildings in town at the time. Instruments were ordered 
from England and gas laid on. Mr and Mrs Maddern were 
appointed as nurses and Dr. J. E. Trevor was the first surgeon, 
at £120 p.a. He began his duties on July 1, 1880. Fees in the 
public ward were £1 a week and £2 a week in the private ward. 

It was decided that Borough and County should assume 
joint control for Charitable Aid in both their areas and the first 
combined Board sat on April 5, 1882. It comprised the Mayor 
(D. Williamson), the County Chairman (W. C. Walker) and 
Messrs St. Hill, Winter and John Lambie. The number of beds 
increased rapidly from 20 in 1880 to 200 in 1897, and now in 
May, 1978, number 285, inclusive of Tuarangi and the Maternity 
Ward. A six-bed convalescent ward was added in 1889 by public 
subscription in honour of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. 

A very generous contribution to the hospital was made 
by Miss Jane Chalmers, a niece of the brothers John and Peter 
Chalmers, who had bought land and formed roads in the early 
days of Ashburton. She became a wealthy woman when she 
inherited her Uncles’ property, but led a secluded, quiet life on her 
Beach Road farm. In 1922 she gave £3,000 to the Ashburton 
Hospital Board to build a women’s ward and £1,000 for an operat- 
ing theatre. Chalmers Ward commemorates the donor. She 
also left a large beauest to the hospital when she died. 

During the slump in the thirties, the Board was concerned 
with charitable aid. In 1985, it issued relief rations and payments 
to almost a thousand people at one stage. Then the era of free 
treatment began under the Government’s Social Security Scheme 
and this was given at the Malvern Maternity Home in Cox Street. 
By 1941, with the popularity of the Social Welfare legislation, 
the main hospital was overcrowded and, during the Second World 
War, two blocks of two storeys were added to it. New wards 
came into use in 1944. 
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At this time, the Health Department met half the expen- 
diture, the County contributed £10,000 and the Borough about 
£600. Now W. T. Lill was the Board Chairman and Doctors 
J. R. Wells and H. S. Billcliff the Medical Superintendents. Miss 
Eliza Jane Watt was the Matron and Mr A. Prentice a very 
efficient Secretary, who later became secertary to the Christ- 
church Hospital Board in 1940. The Board’s economies bore 
See it carried the lowest rate of taxation for New Zealand 
in 1936. 


Salaries began to rise in the 1940’s. Miss Watt, the well- 
loved Matron, retired in 1940, but soon afterwards was appointed 
Matron-in-Chief to the Royal New Zealand Air Force. 


The Health Department insisted on the raising of stand- 
ards of services provided in private hospitals and these gradually 
went out of business, including the “ Arawa” and “ Malvern” 
maternity hospitals, “ Oakhurst,” a private hospital in Burnett 
Street, and “ Warwick,” a private hospital in Oak Grove. Local 
doctors again tried to secure access to the Public Hospital and 
the Health Department eventually allowed two surgeons and 
one physician as visiting staff, which was the usual practice 
throughout New Zealand. 


W. T. Lill was Chairman of the Board in 1926 and again 
1929-30. He was very proud of the Hospital’s record and main- 
tained that it was “the best hospital and had the best doctor, 
the best matron and the best nurses”. We can easily forgive 
him the boast. Other early Chairmen were: H. Friedlander, 1910- 
11, 1913-18, H. Davis 1912, Charles Reid 1919-25, and F. W. Watt 
1927-29. 


In recent years the old building has been remodelled, a 
new maternity wing opened in May, 1978, and offices have been 
added. A chapel was opened in July, 1975. It is carrying on 
its tradition of service to the district magnificently. Mr A. J. 
Mason was Superintendent for over 30 years from 1983 and is 
still resident here. The present Superintendent is Dr. L. R. 
Chapman, and the present Matron, Miss M. Fowke, has held her 
position since 1966. The present Board Chairman is Gavin S. 
Marshall. 
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Care of the Aged 


Approaching the time of the First World War the care of 
the old was a problem, but in a different way. There seemed to 
be many men fallen on evil days, no family to care for them, no 
money, a drinking problem and in many cases no homes to go to. 
They cared for themselves as best they could, living for years 
in huts by the riverside till these were pointed out by the local 
newspaper as a public disgrace. Drunkenness was rife, also 
uncleanliness because the water supply and sanitary arrange- 
ments were primitive, to say the least. The Borough Council’s 
Inspectors reported on the welfare of the old men once a month. 
On February 10, 1919, the Council pronounced that no more huts 
were to be built at the riverside without its express permission 
and the present ones were to be demolished or removed when the 
residents died. There were 16 old men in occupation and the 
Borough Inspector had to report if any were not capable of look- 
ing after themselves properly. 


Aid In Institutions 


In 1878, the Charitable Aid Board was no longer satisfied 
with the conditions they lived in and moved them into the Immi- 
gration Barracks. The buildings in Short Street were makeshift 
and inconvenient, draughty and “ bug-ridden”. Later the build- 
ing was moved to where Tuarangi now stands. Stephen Cole 
Moulton, of Prebbleton, left £2000 to the home and the foundation 
stone of the Old Men’s Home was laid. The men moved in during 
August, 1902, and the Charitable Aid Board was very proud 
of the new building. It was still under the administration of the 
Christchurch Hospital Board, however, and was the only home of 
its type for the whole of North Canterbury. 


Mr and Mrs T. M. Morrissey, new Master and Matron, in 
1897, took a great interest in the old men and Mr C. J. Harper 
was so impressed with their tactful handling of the Home that 
he and his wife relieved them so that they could have a holiday 
in 1903. He suggested the name, “ Tuarangi”’, under the mistaken 
impression that it meant “old”. 
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Mr and Mrs Frank Harvey Knight were appointed Master 
and Matron in May, 1907, and, after Mr Knight died in 1932, Mrs 
Knight continued in charge till she retired in 1987. They made 
the Home more self-sufficient in that it grew its own vegetables 
and kept pigs. The men worked for a short time each day. They 
were well cared for, but the interior needed brightening up. 

Concert parties had always provided entertainment and 
one of the highlights was the visit of Harry Lauder in 1914. 


In 1987, Norman William Corbett, previously a farmer, 
became Master. His wife had been one of the earliest Plunket 
nurses in the district. They were able to arrange interesting 
occupations and a weekly picture show. The men received pen- 
sions with the advent of Social Security legislation. Tuarangi 
was divided into a residential home and a registered hospital 
section, each being separately administered. The staff was in- 
creased and the home became less “ institutionalised ” and more 
comfortable. More amenities were introduced. 


In 1969, Tuarangi was taken over at last by the Ashburton 
Hospital Board and has now been transformed into an airy, 
bright place with television sets to interest the patients. The 
Friends of Tuarangi look after their comfort, operate a shop, 
provide entertainment and run Garden Parties to raise funds 
for amenities. 


The biggest change in modern times has been the admission 
of women to the Home. The stigma, attached rightly or wrongly 
to “The Old Men’s Home” has gone and Mrs M. Smith, Chief 
Nurse, has made it a “home from home” for old people alone 
and needing a little help or hospital treatment in their declining 
years. 


The Eventide Home 


The Christchurch Presbyterial Social Services Association 
provided this handsome home for elderly ladies. Brick wings 
were added to the original building on the corner of Grigg and 
Philip Streets overlooking the Domain, and it was opened in 
December, 1957. The first (and only!) Matron was appointed 
in June, 1958. Miss M. L. Langridge has 20 years service to her 
credit and at the moment there are 22 residents in the home. It 
does not provide hospital care, but caters for ladies who are not 
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really fit to look after domestic tasks in their homes any longer. 
It is very comfortable and organisations in the town entertain 
the residents and take them to meetings. 


“ Parklands ” 


This is the newest hospital in Ashburton and was originally 
Dr. J. J. Horan’s home and surgery. Extensive alterations were 
made to it, converting it to a well-appointed hospital, registered 
as medical and geriatric. It was opened on August 26, 1976, 
and is run by a private company, owned by Messrs W. L. Pearce 
and E. B. L. Hilson, of Christchurch, who are also responsible 
for the “ Parklands” Hospital in the city. There are 32 beds 
available and the Principal Nurse is Miss W. G. H. Duckworth 
who commenced duty on September 23, 1976. This private hospital 
is sited on the corner of Cameron and William Streets. 


AN EARLY VIEW OF ASHBURTON HOSPITAL. 
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ChUKC ris 


The Borough pioneers brought their traditional religious 
worship with them to the infant settlement. Rough and tough 
lives they may have led but they believed whole-heartedly in 
religious observance on Sundays and Churches were built at the 
earliest possible moment. These enjoyed very large attendances, 
and congregations were notable for the numbers of men present. 


St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 


The first Church was substantially built after the appoint- 
ment of the Rev. J. Harris Wills by Bishop Harper in 1872. He 
remained for two years. In 1882 came the Rev. Arthur Edwin 
Scott who stayed for 11 years and was extremely popular. He 
took a great interest in Borough affairs and was a leading cricket 
enthusiast. He later became an Archdeacon. 
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OED: SFE, ‘STEPHEN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH.—Dedicated 1876, enlarged 1899, 
completed 1908 and replaced in 1963, when the cracks in the wall made the building 


unsafe. 
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The first part of the old St. Stephen’s was dedicated in 
1876. Then it was enlarged in 1899 and completed in 1908 when 
Bishop Churchill Julius dedicated the Chancel. A brick parish 
hall was built in 1937 and the satellite Churches in the suburbs, 
St. James at Hampstead and St. Peters at Allenton were built 
in brick in 1952 and 1958 and dedicated by the Bishop of Christ- 
church, A. K. Warren. 


Cracks began to appear in the old, ivy-covered St. Stephen’s 
and it was demolished to make way for the new pink summerhill 
stone building which was dedicated June 22, 1963, also by Bishop 
Warren. The stained glass windows were retained and the 
tower is a memorial to the men of the Parish who gave their 
lives in World War II. Thirty-two names are carved in stone 
above the door leading from the porch into the nave. The 
“Croft ” organ was retained and rebuilt by Mr James Strachan, 
of Christchurch. The Church seats 380 and there is room for 
40 choristers in the choir stalls. 


Among the later Vicars still remembered in the town 
were J. F. Feron 1937-8, C. L. Mountfort 1940-8, J. Evans 1948-52, 
J. D. Froud 1953-60 and H. G. Norris 1960-7. The Rev. J. W. 
Branthwaite came in 1967 so has served 11 years in the parish. 
He is assisted by the Rev. A. A. Bretherton and the Rev. G. B. 
Entwisle, lately arrived from England. 


St. Andrew’s Presbyferian Church 

The first Church was a wooden building erected in 1876 
and the first Minister was the Rev. H. B. Burnett, 1875-9, followed 
by the Rev. R. H. Beattie, 1879-93 and the Rev. R. B. Inglis, 
1893-1913 who gave 20 years of service. The Rev. George Miller, 
1912-24, was followed by the Rev. A. G. Irvine, 1924-33, and 
the Rev. R. S. Watson, 1933-41. Coming nearer to present times 
there are many in the district who will remember the Rev. J. 
S. Murray, 1941-48, and the Rev. S. D. Baird, 1949-69, who served 
20 years. The present Minister, the Rev. J. Sinclair, arrived 
in 1969. 


In 1907, it was decided to build a new Church and this was 
opened in June, 1908. The impressive new Sunday School, built 
across the street was demolished in 1977. The new Chancel was 
dedicated in 1941. 
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Si. Paul’s, Ashburton East 


In 1946, also temporary accommodation was arranged in 
Oxford Street, and operated under the charge of St. Andrew’s. 
In 1959, Hampstead, Wakanui and Netherby separated to form 
St. Paul’s Parish. 


Early Ministers were the Revs. R. B. Tait 1959-65 and H. A. 
Pirie 1966-72. During his Ministry the present Church was 
dedicated in 1970 and two years later he was called to Highfield 
Parish, Timaru. 


The Rev. A. F. Rae who had served previously in Malaysia 
and began his Ministry in St. Paul’s officially in 1972, was called 
to Somerville Church, in Auckland, in 1977, and at the time of 
writing in May, 1978, the parish is vacant. 


ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH .—Built in 1904, this is the oldest Church 


in regular use. 
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St. David's, Allenton 


A Presbyterian Sunday School was opened for Trinity, 
in Allenton, in 1904. The first recorded Church services were 
held in 1945, the Rev. D. M. Steedman being responsible for this 
part of St. Andrew’s Parish. A church building (ex-Army) was 
secured in 1946 and a separate parish was formed in 1951. The 
Trinity Church at Allenton operated till 1971 when the fine new 
St. David’s Church was opened on August 15, a joint-use Church 
for Methodists and Presbyterians, also including the Greenstreet 
area. The Moderator of the Ashburton Presbytery, the Rev. 
E. A. Brash, was the Presbyterian Minister in charge of the 
Church and shared services with the Rev. W. H. Blundell, the 
Methodist Minister. 


Ministers have been the Revs. C. McCaskill, 1951-9, D. K. 
Boyd 1960-6, E. A. Brash 1966-76. 


A significant step was taken on March 26, 1976, when 
St. David’s was recognised as a Union Parish by the official 
signing of the Constitution of Union between the Allenton Wesley 
Methodist Society and the Trinity Presbyterian Parish (including 
Greenstreet) and the induction of the first Parish Council. The 
Rey. R. P. Fendall is the first Union Minister and, though ap- 
pointed six months previously, did not take up his duties till 
February, 1977. The Union Parish is a very successful innovation 
in Church history. The three halls attached to St. David’s com- 
memorate the names of previous Ministers—McCaskill, Boyd and 
Hickman Halls. 


The Methodist Church 


There were originally two divisions of the Methodist 
Church, the Primitive Methodists and the Wesleyan Methodists. 


The Primitive Methodists built the first Church in Ash- 
burton known as “Little Bethell”, in Wills Street, in 1871. It 
had large, enthusiastic congregations and hosted the first con- 
ference ever held in Ashburton in 1898. Two of its foundation 
members, W. T. Lill and G. W. Leadley, were prominent in farm 
affairs and local government for many years. W. T. Lill was 
one of only two New Zealand lay presidents in the history of 
the denomination. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH OVERLOOKING BARING SQUARE EAST. 


The Ashburton Borough Centenary (1878-1978) 51 


The first Wesleyan Church was erected in Cameron Street, 
in 1878, with the Rev. W. B. Martin as the first Minister. It 
was removed to the present site in Baring Square in 1892. 


In 1913, the two Methodist groups were united, but con- 
tinued to worship separately till 1919. A fine new hall was added 
to the complex in Baring Square. 


Ministers of the Combined Church have been the Revs. 
W. J. Elliott 1913-15, G. Frost 1916-18, T. W. Vealie 1919-25, R. 
B. Tinsley 1926-30, G. B. Hinton 1981-5, A. McBean 1936-41, R. G. 
Gosnell 1942-5, W. T. Blight 1955-51, D. J. D. Hickman 1951-7, 
A. R. Witheford 1957-67, E. R. Le Couteur 1967-71, Sister Mildred 
West 1920-27, H. Mathews 1971-4, and J. F. Cropp who arrived 
in 1971. 


The Roman Catholic Church 


A small wooden Church was built in 1876 and opened by 
Father Chervier on the site of the present Convent in Burnett 
Street. By 1881 the parish was sufficiently well on its feet to 
be given a Parish Priest, Father Edmund Coffey, and to build 
a new stone Church which was opened in 1882 and called the 
“Church of the Holy Name” but was never finished. About the 
year 1884 a Convent with boarding and secondary schools was 
established on Wakanui Road. The Sisters of the Mission began 
teaching there and at the Parish School, a different room. This 
Convent was moved to a site near the Church in 1894 and was 
then enlarged. It was rebuilt in brick in 1958 and the Sisters 
still live there and teach music there. The new Church of the 
Holy Name was opened in 1931. The second Priest, Father S. 
Chastagnon came in 1874 and exchanged parishes with Dean 
O’Donnell. It is fitting here to mention the Rev. James J. O’Don- 
nell, who remained as Priest in Ashburton from 1892 to 1944 and 
gave in all 52 years of service to his Parish. He became a very 
well-known figure to all residents as he walked the streets in 
his cloth cap, and the County knew him well too, as he attended 
the stock sales at Rakaia, Methven and Ashburton. He attended 
to the needs of his parishioners all over the County, riding on 
a white horse for many years, then in a four-wheeled buggy 
and finally, after 1920, driving a motor car. 
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He was instrumental in forming a very strong Catholic 
Literary and Debating Society in Ashburton. He also spent 
years planning for the third Church of the Holy Name, com- 
pleted in brick in the Lombard style in 1931, and climbed the 
scaffolding almost every day to supervise his pride and joy. He 
was respected and popular, not only among his flock but among 
other residents and fellow clergy. He was also Vicar-General 
of the Diocese and died in his 87th year in 1944. 

Among the Parish Priests to date have been the Rev. 
Fathers E. P. Coffey 1881-4, S. Chastagnon 1884-92, J. J. O’Don- 
nell 1892-1944, O. Gallagher 1944- 6, J. Finerty 1946- 61, G. V. Daly 
1961-7, S. O’Brien 1967- 70, F. Kelly 1970-73, and M. J. Duggan 
came to the Church of the Holy Name in January, 1973. 


The Salvation Army 


This small but enthusiastic group started in 1884 with 
street gatherings. There were complaints to the Borough Coun- 
cil about their bands accompanied by flaring torches frightening 
the horses in the streets. There were only 85 members by 1890, 
but their congregations numbered up to 300 at times. They 
were noted for their uniforms, their selling of the “ War Cry” 
in hotels and their campaigns for temperance. Most of the Sal- 
vation Army Captains did not stay long in their positions, being 
transferred to other areas, but among the latest are Major and 
Mrs N. P. McNab 1970-74 and Captain and Mrs R. H. Wilson 
who arrived from Australia in January, 1978. 

The new Citadel was erected in Cass Street in 1976 and 
also contains a music lounge for the band, a youth hall, six Sunday 
School classrooms and a primary classroom. The Salvation Army 
Band has been noted for its playing in street marches and concerts 
for over 100 years. Well-known Bandmasters have been J., 
C. H. and G. E. Argyle and T. and R. Young. 


The Baptist Church 


The original Church was built when the Rev. A. Ager was 
Pastor from 1893 on to about 1896. He designed and supervised 
the building of the Church and shortly afterwards resigned. It 
could seat about 250 people. The first Minister was the Rev. 
J. W. Sawle 1886-92. Recent Ministers have been Revs. D. J. 
Denholm 1963-7, H. R. Bycroft 1967-75 and J. R. Scott 1977-. 
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Officials associated with long service to the Church were 
R. H. Loy, secretary for 45 years, E. J. Tucker served for 50 
years by 1950 and was made a life deacon. He was also Choir- 
master for over 50 years. E. J. Tilley was also made a life 
deacon after 20 years as Sunday School Superintendent. A. W. 
Hopkins was Church Treasurer and Sunday School Superinten- 
dent for about 27 years and Miss Lilian Lewis was Organist 
for 35 years, and was president of the Ashburton Music Club 
for many years. 


The Church of Chrisz 


The earliest meetings of this Church were held in 1878, 
and though not numerically one of the biggest churches, its mem- 
bers maintained a long tradition of service. One of its best known 
Ministers was A. D. Lowe, 1939-42, but the earliest one recorded 
was G. Manifold 1907-9. 
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Quantity and Quality— 


Scotter says that in 1873, Ashburton was quite perceptibly 
a village. It had doubled its population within 12 months and 
with 50 permanent residents was “going ahead with Yankee 
rapidity.” In another year it could claim a population of 200. 
As a matter of greater significance, men had arrived who were 
to be among the leading citizens during Ashburton’s first quarter 
century as a Borough. Donald Williamson who built the third 
hotel and “ encouraged everyone with music and dancing,” Dr. 
James EK. Trevor who had begun his practice, Thomas Bullock 
who came to buy a farm but entered business instead, Hugo 
Friedlander, to be three times Mayor and probably the leading 
force for the next 40 years, Alfred Saunders, better known out- 
side Ashburton for his political activities but inside for setting 
up Canterbury Flour Mills and bringing water down a dry creek 
bed to run it, had all arrived by this date. 
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Education Not Neglected 


The original Borough School was opened February 19, 
1872, in a building where St. Stephen’s Church Hall now stands, 
with four pupils, and was called the Main School and the Infant 
School was built in 1880 on separate grounds diagonally opposite. 
Joseph Ward, 1872-7, was the first Headmaster, and H. T. Winter, 
1872-5, the first School Committee Chairman. The people of 
Ashburton had decided to ask for a Government School supported 
by rates rather than send their children to the private school 
run by Gilbert Mayo, established in a large house, later bought 
by Dr. Trevor, who became the second School Committee Chair- 
man, 1876-7. 


The school slowly made progress and water was laid on 
in 1898; footpaths were laid. After the advent of the motor car, 
the Borough Council received continual complaints about motor- 
ists speeding near the school, or water lying in the grounds. 
There was a drain across the grounds to the river. When Tancred 
Street West was partly closed in 1907, some of the land was 
given to the Education Board for the use of the school. The 
rooms were poor and badly lit. 


Agitation for a new school began in 1906 and the com- 
mittee hoped for a reserve nearer the hospital, but the price and 
conditions offered to the Borough Council were not satisfactory 
and the position stagnated for another 10 years. The committee 
resigned and protest meetings were held by the parents. Hugo 
Friedlander donated £1000 to the school and the Education Board 
agreed to build a new school as soon as possible. It was opened 
by Mrs Hugo Friedlander in March, 1919, on the old low play- 
ground site that had earlier been condemned. 


A new Infant School and Dental Clinic were built in 1938 
and offices added in recent years. The swimming baths were 
built in the grounds in 1924. The Centenary was celebrated in 
1972. 
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Later Chairmen of the Committee have been E. E. Morriss 
1955-58, R. D. Hefford 1959-60, A. W. Stayt 1961-2, L. J. Hydes 
1963-4, I. A. Pearce 1965-6, J. T. Addis 1967-70, H. McGregor 1970- 
72 and M. Reid 1972-. 

The Headmasters over the same years have been D. E. 
Brown 1955, R. H. Sutherland 1956-62, N. A. Garden 1963-70, 
H. Dephoff (2 terms in 1972), J. M. Bassett 1973-6 and E. A. 
Norriss from May, 1976. 


A side school opened at Allenton in 1897 after two early 
abortive attempts to secure a school separate from Borough and 
catering for the children in the Allenton area. It was built by 
J. H. Maynard at a tender of £578 on a section of two and a half 
acres bought from Mrs Crisp, and opened in July, 1897. It was 
known as the Ashburton Side School and only took pupils to 
Standard III and later to Standard IV. The first teacher was 
Miss Elizabeth Forrester, and the original building contained 
two classrooms. 


In 1899, a struggle began for recognition as an independent 
school, but this was not achieved till 1921, after bitter School 
Committee elections and deputations to the Education Board. 
The people connected with this agitation were R. Hewson, W. 
Craighead, J. Argyle, W. Cunningham and F. H. Broom. In 1919, 
the residents bought another one and a_half acres to give the 
minimum acreage for a main school. A separate school committee 
was elected in 1920 and the Main School became a fact in 1921. 
Mr W. A. Stout was the first Headmaster. 


In October, 1932, the Seaview School which had been closed, 
was moved to Allenton giving it six classrooms, as it stood at its 
50th Jubilee in 1947. Swimming baths and dressing sheds were 
added in 1936, but the water supply was unsatisfactory till a well 
was drilled in 1944. The Dental Clinic was built in 1947. 


New brick classrooms have been added and then prefabri- 
cated classrooms as the roll grew, but the original wooden build- 
ing is still standing. 
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Headmasters after Mr Stout have been E. Partridge 1928-4, 
S. H. Sullivan 1925-6, W. S. Pratt 1927-8, E. C. Chambers 1930-40. 
J. Southward 1941-6, G. A. Bain 1948-50, G. A. Robertson 1951-69 
and A. McCone 1970-. Chairmen of the School Committee have 
been R. Houston 1923-30, E. C. Bathurst 1931-41, G. H. Rollinson 
1942-43, C. H. Maynard 1944-5, J. H. Ward 1946-9, W. B. Elwood 
1950-66, J. W. Tonkin 1967-70, G. Daly 1970-8, B. T. Stroud 1973-. 


At the end of 1884 a side school was formed under a Miss 
Stewart. It grew rapidly and became independent in 1886, taking 
the name of “ Hampstead” from the farm of Frank T. Mayo, 
son of Ashburton’s first teacher and who was Chairman of the 
School Committee. In 1886, when its first Headmaster, J. B. 
Mayne, took up his duties, it had a roll of 222. Apart from 
Miss Jessie Stewart, Miss Lucy Fawcett joined the staff as assist- 
ant and Mr A. Jamieson as pupil teacher. Miss Alcorn also joined 
as a pupil teacher. In July, Miss Stewart went to the Borough 
School. Miss Fawcett was promoted and stayed on at Hamp- 
stead till 1929. 

The School fought a continuous battle for funds (it received 
only £10 when it broke away from Borough), equipment and 
accommodation. It opened with desks borrowed from Borough. 
In 1887, two rooms were added and another “lean-to” which 
became a Dental Clinic in 1926, serving all of the Borough, Allen- 
ton and Tinwald children besides its own. 

The change of name to Ashburton East was made in 1923, 
recognising that the School was part of greater Ashburton and 
at the same time in an easterly direction. It reverted to “ Hamp- 
stead ” in 1956. A learners’ pool was opened in 1938. The present 
building on the Wellineton Street site opened in 1950. The 
“ Special School ” established in 1937 and carried on by Miss G. 
MacFarlane, Miss B. H. Brown, Miss L. J. Robinson and Mr 
F. Fraser, was moved across to the new grounds in 1952 and 
closed as a “special” in December, 1960. 1965 saw the whole 
school united on one site. 

Headmasters in more recent years have been 8. G. Mac- 
Farlane 1933-45, W. J. Boraman 1946-7, J. E. Fraser 1947-54, 
P. C. Heath 1954-6, J. E. A. Clemens 1957-60, G. D. Bruce 1961-70, 
H. Dephoff 1972-. 
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Recent Chairmen of the School Committee have been F. 
J. H. Grattan 1955-7, J. K. Mather 1945-8, H. C. Childs 1957-60, 
C. K. Young 1961-4, A. G. Childs 1965-8, B. D. Parsons 1969-71 
and K. J. Smith 1971-. 


Tinwald School 


The first Tinwald School was opened in a barren tussocky 
paddock on March 17, 1879, with a roll of 51 pupils and Mr J. G. 
Allsop as Headmaster. Pupils came by horse, gig, or on foot 
to a one-roomed building. The first School Committee was elected 
in January and comprised Jos. Beswick, T. Williams, M. Scott, 
J. Escort, W. H. Smith, W. Price and H. Donaldson. 


In 1880, two more rooms were added. In 1882, W. G. 
Wallace became Headmaster. Mrs A. J. Wake was the first Infant 
Mistress and T. Todd the first pupil teacher. From 1886 the next 
Infant Teacher, Miss Louisa Bishop, stayed till 1897. 


Mr George Culverhouse had the longest service as a 
Headmaster, staying from 1887 till 1909. In more recent years 
many will remember A. F. McMurtrie, later Assistant Director of 
Education, O. D. Sewell 1942-7 who left to join the Inspectorate, 
J. A. Esson 1948-50, H. A. Saunders 1951-5, G. W. P. Mitchell 
1956-61, N. M. McArthur 1962-5, R. D. Johnston 1966-70 (tragi- 
cally killed in a car accident), C. Cotton 1970-73, J. Thomson 
1974-5 and I. Davies 1976-. 


The first Chairman of the Committee was C. P. Cox 1879- 
1880, followed by W. Baxter 1880-81 and J. Clark 1881-5. Coming 
to more recent times, Chairmen have included J. W. Lowery 
1944-52, R. J. Millichamp 1953-9, G. Glassey 1960-61, R. E. Spicer 
1961-62, J. A. Love 1962-67, J. H. Bayne 1967-69, G. J. Geering 
1969-71, G. Shearman 1971-5, and M. E. Tarbotton 1975-. 


The old School was occupied till 1964. New blocks were 
built by 1967 and the old School demolished in 1968. An open air 
infant room had been built in Harland Street in 1929 and the 
first modern three-roomed block in 1961-62. A two-roomed infant 
block was added in 1967, the upper school was extended, a library 
and more office space built. By the end of 1969 four pre-fabricated 
classrooms had also been added. A learners’ swimming pool was 
installed in 1967 after the 75th Anniversary. In line with other 
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Schools a detached Dental Clinic was constructed in 1951, but 
in line with other borough schools a detached Dental Clinic was 
constructed in 1951, but this was later shifted to Eiffelton and 
a new one built in 1961-2. 


The Tinwald School has been noted for its pride in environ- 
ment and has won competitions in this respect. 


Ashburton Netherby 


This is the newest primary school in Ashburton, being 
opened in 1959 in Brucefield Avenue to ease the mounting roll 
at Hampstead. The first Headmaster was Mr C. E. Small who 
retired in 1975. Miss G. E. Bowyer was Head Teacher from 1976 
to the end of the first term in 1978 when Mr M. Dallison arrived. 


Considerable energy was displayed by the parents resulting 
in the School becoming self-sufficient in a very short time, not 
only in internal equipment but with learners’ pool and School 
Hall. 


Chairmen of the School Committee have been T. D. Childs 
1959-61, R. A. Lloyd 1961-5, T. R. Plunkett 1965-9, D. G. Campbell 
1969-73, L. M. Ward 1978-5 and G. E. Maxey 1975-. 


One of the biggest problems of the new school has been 
the crossing of the railway line by young pupils and this is still 
not satisfactorily solved. 


The Catholic Schools 


The first Church, built in 1876, was used as a boys’ school 
when the second Church replaced it in 1882, and continued to 
be so used till the building of the Parish Schools. It was shifted 
to Havelock Street and became the Parish Hall. Eventually it 
was demolished in 1974. 


In 1882, Miss Burke took charge of the already established 
day school now catering for both boys and girls, Catholic and 
Protestant. When Father Coffey learned that the Sisters of 
the Mission were coming to Ashburton he bought a two-storeyed 
house in Wakanui Road. Two schoolrooms were added in 1885, 
one for the boarders and paying guests and one for girls. Both 
the boys’ school and the girls’ Convent School prospered in the 
next decade. The Sacred Heart Select School was established. 
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The boys’ school was closed in 1904 and from then on both 
boys and girls were taught in the Parish School by the Sisters. 
St. Joseph’s is recorded by name as having 80 pupils in 1916 
and 185 in 1971. A new brick primary school was built soon 
after Father Finerty arrived (1946). New classrooms followed 
in Burnett Street to accommodate about 300 primary pupils. The 
Sacred Heart College flourished from 1961 to 1970. In 1965 
came a directive that schools with over 150 pupils had to reduce 
their rolls by eliminating all primer classes, so that more class- 
rooms were not needed. At the end of 1970, the Sacred Heart 
Girls’ College was closed after 87 years, owing to decreasing 
numbers. It became the Senior School and the Havelock Street 
School the Junior School. The Burnett Street (affectionately re- 
ferred to as “The Academy’) classrooms were converted into 
an Educational and Community Centre. 


ASHBURTON HIGH SCHOOL.—For many years the School looked like this. The 


site is now occupied by the Ashburton Intermediate School. 


62 The Ashburton Borough Centenary (1878-1978) 


The Intermediate School 


This School was established in the former Ashburton 
High School grounds. The old main building was utilised tor 
offices, but large new blocks were built. The top two standards 
of all the Borough Schools were transferred to the Intermediate. 
Parent votes were taken in country areas and not all agreed to 
come in on the scheme at once, but they have since. Mr T. 
L. Morgan was appointed to take charge of the School and Mrs 
M. Hoar became the Senior Mistress. It has now been in existence 
four years, and it is quite an education to see the forest of bicycles 
beside Walnut Avenue as all the children come from areas some 
distance from the School. 


Chairmen of the School Committee have been W. R. Anstiss 
1973-77 and B. T. Stroud 1978-. 


000 —— —— 


Bigger and Brighter— 


Again Scotter says that improvement in domestic building 
followed closely on that in the business area. Quickly erected 
cottages made to sell were giving place by 1881 to more substan- 
tial and habitable dwellings. Between that year (when the first 
census of the Borough was taken) and 1902 the number of houses 
increased from 242 to 471. But the number of small cottages 
was halved while that of houses of six or more rooms tripled 
from 46 to 127. There were still a few of brick or stone. The 
“Guardian” regretted the poor attention to gardens and a 
horticultural society had failed to establish itself in 1881, but 
must have revived as it held its first show in 1892. It even pro- 
moted a garden competition on quarter-acre sections! 
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Secondary Education 


The Ashburton Technical School 


Technical classes, as distinct from a technical school, were 
started by the Caledonian Society in Ashburton in 1881, appar- 
ently for the Society’s benefit. Mr Hogg, Principal of the High 
School, was the tutor, and they persisted for about 20 years. 

A public meeting was held in July, 1900, in the Longroom 
in the Arcade and a Continuation Classes Committee was set up 
to organise evening classes. It comprised the Rev. R. A. Wood- 
thorpe (Chairman), Miss Jones, Messrs S. Hardley, W. Brock, 
Causey, F. Ferriman, D. Grant, C. F. Salmond, Hiskins and J. 
S. Tennant (Secretary). C. Reid, H. Friedlander, D. Thomas 
and C. Hardie were added to it later. It hired rooms in the 
Borough and High Schools and St. Stephen’s Hall. 

In 1902, Teachers’ classes were started and the Committee 
took over the Manual Training in all the Borough’s schools. In 
1904, a Technical Association was formed. By 1911 there were 
600 pupils in all the technical classes. Association secretaries 
who worked hard to establish a school were J. McLeod, Head- 
master of the Hampstead School and J. B. Christian who secured 
a grant of an acre of ground in Cameron Street from the Borough 
Council at a peppercorn rental. 

The foundation stone was laid on January 11th, 1912, by 
the Mayor, H. Davis, who was also Chairman of the Association, 
and the opening ceremony took place on October 3rd, 1912. The 
roll was 680, made up of Day Classes, Manual Training and 
Evening Classes. There were four rooms, one provided by the 
Borough and County Councils as a permanent memorial to mark 
the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary. It was used 
as a woodwork room. There were also a cookery room, a typing 
room and offices, etc. Mr A. L. Moore, a London building specia- 
list, was the first Director. In 1915, Mr A. T. Smith became 
Woodwork Instructor, a position which he held till he retired 
in 1946. H. Davis had been Chairman from 1906 till his death 
in 1917, followed by Charles Reid, till his death in 1925. 

In 1919, Mr Moore left and Mr R. J. Thompson became 
Director. A workshop block was built on Havelock Street in 
1921. More land was bought in 1920 and 1924. Seven sections 
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belonging to the Digby Estate in Chalmers Avenue, including 
the old Brewery grounds facing Cameron Street, were bought 
for sports grounds. The brewery cellar was enlarged to make a 
swimming bath. In 1931, Devane’s Hotel, on the corner of Cass 
a Se Streets, was also bought. More buildings were 
added. 


In 1927, Mr W. Crawford and Mr J. M. Willoughby joined 
the staff and organised a Cadet Unit. Then, in 1931, Miss I. 
Chamberlain arrived as Drawing and Home Science Teacher, 
being Senior Mistress 1935-1962. Mr Crawford became Principal 
in 1936 and remained in that position till 1952, and Mr Willoughby 
was first assistant till his retirement. In 1934, the School was 
given the status of a Technical High School. Mr Thompson re- 
signed as Principal in 1934, and Mr Crawford was Principal 
when the foundation stone of the new Assembly Hall was laid 
in 1936. A new wooden block was erected in 1940 to help cater 
for the roll of 1,177 pupils. 


Six prefabricated ex-Army buildings were put next to 
Cameron Street. Mr Crawford retired in 1952, after 25 years 
of service, 16 as Principal. With the coming of Mr Day, more 
emphasis was given to the academic side of the School, but he 
left in 1954, and Mr W. J. Jefferies became the School’s fifth 
Principal. The School was modernised. Mrs Fern resigned as 
Registrar in 1954 and Miss N. Yeoman came in her place. In 1960 
the Technical High School became the Ashburton Technical Col- 
lege and celebrated its Golden Jubilee in 1962. The name was 
eventually changed to Hakatere College. 


The fateful decision on amalgamation was taken, again 
not without hesitation as in the case of the Ashburton High 
School. Teachers commuted from 1965 onward and pupils awaited 
their arrival with glee. Sometimes the cars broke down — fre- 
quently, as they grew older — or a dilatory teacher missed the 
bus! The cars could not afford to wait as it was desirable for 
the classes not to be delayed too long. 


In a way it is sad to see the old Hakatere College now. 
The main block houses the Historical Society and Senior Citizens’ 
Association after being the temporary home of the Borough 
Council while the new Administration Block was being built 
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beside Baring Square West. The Havelock Street side was taken 
over by the Police Department and the newest block is now the 
home of the Elgin Caterers, called “ Chartwell” and frequently 
used for receptions. 

The pupils from both secondary schools are well and truly 
entrenched at the Ashburton College and carrying on the tradi- 
tions in another environment — Walnut Avenue. 


The Ashburton High School 


On November Ist, 1878, the Ashburton High School Act 
became law and in March, 1879, land was set aside for the new 
school which eventually opened on February 7th, 1881. Disap- 
pointment was expressed because there were only 17 boys initially 
but Mr J. E. Buchanan’s School for boys was taken over and 
he became second master, bringing the roll to about 40. The 
High School functioned as a boys’ school till September 18th, 
1884, when a girls’ section was opened. In 1894, the parents 
voted for amalgamation, so that co-education is a long established 
principle in Ashburton secondary schools. 


The first Board of Governors mentioned in the “ Ashbur- 
tonian” of December, 1908, includes Dr. Trevor (Chairman), 
and Secretary, F. Mainwaring. The first Principal, Charles Hogg 
(1881-7), was followed by J. E. Buchanan (1887-94) and E. S. 
Buchanan (1894-5). 


In 1908, permission was granted by Lord Ashburton to 
use his Crest, his Coat of Arms and his Motto, “ Virtus in Arduis.” 
Only two other institutions in New Zealand, the Ashburton Bor- 
ough Council and the Ashburton Masonic Lodge were granted 
this honour. In the same year the first issue of “ The Ashbur- 
tonian” appeared and the last was published in 1964, just prior 
to the amalgamation of the High School and Hakatere College, 
as the former Technical College had been renamed. 


The new classroom block and Assembly Hall additions 
were opened on May 8th, 1958, by the Hon. P. O. Skoglund, Minis- 
ter of Education. The old Hall was extended into the former 
Memorial Library and a stage built into it. The School had 
certainly gained in size from when it opened in the first building 
later to remain as the gymnasium. 


66 The Ashburton Borough Centenary (1878-1978) 


In the next year a new two-storeyed block was built, com- 
prising laboratories and classrooms to be ready for use in 1960. 


In 1964, it had been decided to amalgamate the two second- 
ary schools, supplementary in their roles, one as an academic 
school and the other more specifically a technical training 
ground. Of later years, both had tended to become more com- 
prehensive. Well-known Principals in the later years had been 
G. A. Simmers 1895-9, J. S. Tennant 1899-1905, W. F. Watters 
1905-29, E. A. Cockroft 1929-49 and the last was W. L. Jolly 1949- 
64. Assistants with long service were R. H. Biggar 1922-49, R. 
M. McGregor 1922-60, E. J. Wood 1924-59, T. Phillips 1927-65 
and J. M. Sutherland 1959-76, the last 12 years of his service 
with Ashburton College. 


The last Ashburton High School Board of Governors com- 
prised J. Lane (Chairman), W. R. Currie, J. Davidson, G. C. 
Nicoll, H. C. B. Withell, W. H. Dalton, J. A. Denley, N. Robilliard 
and E. J. Wood. 


Ashburton College 


In 1965, came the establishment of Ashburton College as 
a co-educational, multi-course secondary school of 1,126 pupils, 
a Grade VI School, one of the highest in New Zealand. At first 
it operated on two sites, the Senior forms at the ex-Ashburton 
High School site and the Junior forms at the ex-Hakatere College 
site. The staff had to commute in cars and mini-buses but pupil 
movement was kept to a minimum, only those who needed specia- 
list rooms or workshops moving between sites. 


The new College chose a new crest, the main emblem of 
which was the Phoenix, signifying a rebirth, and the Motto was 
changed to “ Resurgamus ”, meaning “ Let us go Forward”. Mr 
D. H. Thurlow came as Principal to guide the combined college 
through its initial years and he had no easy task, welding the 
systems together. 

In 1966, Mr T. Phillips and Mr H. Montgomery retired after 
many years given to education in Ashburton. 

After three years of argument and two deputations to 
Parliament, it was decided that the College should be built on 
a new site between Middle Road and Walnut Avenue, largely 
due to the aggressive tactics of the Citizens’ Action Committee 
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that did not want it established on a second-hand site. The 
College was ready to vacate the Cameron and Cass Street sites 
by the end of 1970. 

The Third, Fourth and some of the Fifth Forms had shifted 
by the end of the first term in the following year, the seventh 
year in the life of Ashburton College, and the senior division 
moved from the old High School buildings in 1972. The Consti- 
tution of the College had to change with 1,200 (now 1,500) pupils 
to manage and there are four blocks with Deans in charge, set 
up like schools within a school. There is a splendid Library, 
Cafeteria (funds supplied by the Amenities Committee), a full- 
size swimming pool and “ Menorlue”, a gymnasium that is a 
centre for sports in the town. Only the Auditorium remains to 
be built of this model S 68 School, but already pre-fabricated 
buildings have been needed to supplement the accommodation, 
so quickly has the roll increased. It is impossible to list all the 
people who deserve mention. However, Miss N. Rickard is the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors, Mr R. O. McDowell, the 
Principal, and Mr T. Ryder the Associate Principal. Mr and 
Mrs A. W. Thomson are the Deputy Principals. “ Resurgamus”’ 
—let us go forward. 


000 ————— 


Photographic Phantasy— 


A hundred years ago the fast film was well in the future. 
The slow emulsion on the plate would possibly be exposed by 
removing the lens cap for a time. Did that man in the 1878 main 
street photograph — the ghost-like phantom in the cart — stand 
up or sit down during the exposure? 


Gravel Gratitude— 


So great was the mud problem on some roads in the Strat- 
ford area about the turn of the century that a kiln was built to 
burn blue clay to make a road-metalling material. Successful 
it was too, but the cost must have been astounding. We take for 
granted our “ free” shingle supply — free because the rivers, in 
building the plains, used the graywacke of the Southern Alps. 
It was available, usually complete with binding grit, by digging, 
the question being of course, “ Where could we have a big pit?” 
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TINW ALD MEMORIAL HALL, 1978. 


Photo by Courtesy “ Ashburton Guardian” 
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“TINWALD SHOPPING CENTRE, 1978. 


Photo by Courtesy '’ Ashburton Guardian” 
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Catering For Finance 


Ashburton in 1875 was a bare, treeless place — an over- 
night stop for travellers beside the ford over the river. About 
200 lived in dwellings that were anything but permanent. There 
were four hotels, a racecourse, the traffic bridge and the railway 
by 1874. Today it is a prosperous, pleasant town with a population 
of 14,500 and a gross capital value of $167,294,800. It has many 
fine buildings, public and private, good shopping facilities and 
cultural amenities. A seal has been put on its growth over the 
lact 30 years with the provision of a handsome new library and 
administration building in the Civic Centre Complex and a new 
comprehensive secondary college in Walnut Avenue. It is known 
throughout New Zealand for its record turnover in retail business. 


Two investment societies have done their share in pro- 
moting the erection of these fine residential and commercial 
buildings — the Ashburton Permanent Building and Investment 
Society (from 1978 Ashburton Permanent Building Society) and 
the Ashburton Loan and Investment Society. In fact, as long 
ago as 1884 the Borough Council paid back a loan it had received 
ey the former Society for the library. This is the older one 
of the two. 


The Chairmen of its Board read like a history of Ashbur- 
ton. Captain George Coleman (1875-6), Dr. J. E. Trevor (1876- 
1910), Hugo Friedlander (1910-17), Joshua Tucker (1917-21), 
Robert Bell (1921-6), F. W. Watt (1926-35), R. A. Collins (1935- 
51), William Woods (1951-57), J. B. Nicoll (1957-78). Dr. Trevor 
chaired the provisional meeting in 1875 and was later Chairman 
for 34 years. Trevor’s Road and Trevorton perpetuate his mem- 
ory and he was the first medical officer at the hospital. Thomas 
Bullock, the first Mayor of Ashburton, a keen businessman and 
Chairman of the Gas, Coal and Coke Company, also served on 
the Board as did Hugo Friedlander from its inception. He was 
well known for his public spirit and was three times Mayor. 


On June 22, 1977, the Society held its 102nd Annual Meet- 
ing. It celebrated its Centenary in 1975 and will be three years 
older than the Borough when it celebrates its Centenary. The 
present officers are: Chairman of Directors, D. G. Church; Vice 
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Chairman, D. J. Binns; and the members of the Board are J. B. 
Nicoll, R. G. Sinclair, J. M. McFadden, and R. T. Thomas. The 
Manager is C. D. Green. 


Good luck to the Society’s second century of progress! 


The Ashburton Loan and Investment Society 


This Society began life in 1898 as the Ashburton Industrial 
Building Society in rented quarters at the southern end of the 
Arcade where W. B. Upton had his premises in recent times. 
It was then a “terminating” society, but in 1909 changed its 
name to the Ashburton Loan and Investment Society and Bank 
of Deposit. J. B. Christian, the Manager from 1909 to 1926, 
was succeeded by W. H. Amos in 1927-50. In 19388 the Society 
moved into its own new building in Tancred Street. It was now 
a “permanent” society. 


In 1950, J. W. Keig became the Manager and the name was 
changed. The “and Bank of Deposit ” was dropped from the title 
and it assumed the name it bears today, The Ashburton Loan and 
Investment Society. In 1977, I. A. Pearce became Manager on 
J. W. Keig’s retirement, and J. D. Keig was promoted to Ac- 
countant. 


Among the longest serving Directors on the Board were 
William Bryant, 41 years from 1909 to 1950; Thomas Wilson, 29 
years, from 1918 to 1947; E. H. Orr, 26 years, from 1926 to 1952; 
A. J. Millichamp, 23 years from 1925 to 1950; W. B. W. Bell, 25 
years from 1988 to 1962; R. G. Shearman, 23 years, from 1925 
to 1948; T. L. Crooks, 28 years, from 1949 to 1972; C. H. Hardy, 
18 years, from 1955 to 1973; E. Brophy, 19 years, from 1956 to 
1975; and R. J. Millichamp, 15 years from 1962 to 1977. It has 
been in existence for 85 years — a great record in business for 
the Ashburton Loan and Investment Society, now approaching 
its first century. 
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The Ashburton Post Office 


Perhaps it is symbolic that the first building in Ashburton 
—Turton’s Accommodation House—was also the first Post Office, 
so although the Borough is 100 years old this year, the Post 
Office services have been in force for 120 years. On May 1st 
1858, the first mail contractor on the run between Christchurch 
and Timaru, Mr W. Bain, carried out his inaugural delivery. He 
was employed to carry the mail fortnightly, starting from Christ- 
church every alternate Wednesday and returning from Timaru 
the following Wednesday, weather permitting. He rode on horse- 
back, following a single plough furrow and using small strips of 
white calico tied to manuka bushes to guide through the swamps 
at Tinwald. He forded the rivers across his path. He also 
managed to acquire a collection of merchandise which he sold 
at a handsome profit when he reached Turton’s with the mail. 
William Turton was Ashburton’s first Postmaster. 

A year or so later, a Mr Manning took over the contract, 
but Mr Bain returned to work with him. Perhaps he missed his 
lucrative trading connection at Turton’s! 

Another stage was reached in 1864, when Cobb and Co’s 
coaches took over the contract on a two day service, and this 
continued for 10 years till the railway went through in 1874. 
Meanwhile, the Postmaster changed, Mr John Turton taking 
over from his brother on August Ist, 1868, and continuing till 
the telegraph service came to Ashburton in 1871. A telegraphist, 
Mr Docherty, was then appointed Postmaster and remained so 
for six and a half years, at the same time carrying out his fault- 
repair work on the telegraph line. 

The next man appointed to this position was W. St. George 
Douglas, an extremely popular man in the district, who remained 
Postmaster for 20 years. In 1878, a money-order and savings- 
bank section was introduced. Delivery of mail by a daily postman 
was instituted in July, 1878. The “ Evening Echo” which pre- 
ceded the “ Ashburton Guardian ” voiced its appreciation of the 
postman “clad in full uniform of blue faced with red ” who 
would in future save people so much time in not having to go 
to the Post Office and perhaps wait till their mail was sorted. 
Mail services to Wakanui and Seafield were started the same day. 
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THE POST OFFICE (built 1901).—The Clock, installed in 1904, was removed in 


1946 with the tower, because of earthquake risk. 
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In 1895, a telephone exchange was opened with 79 sub- 
scribers, attendance from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays only. A 
seven-day week continuous service was not introduced till 1921. 

Before the advent of rural mail deliveries by car, as in 
present times, most railway stations had a postal department that 
received mail from, and posted it to, other parts of the country 
for the Postmaster. 


Fire Damaged First Post Office 


The first Post Office in Ashburton was a wooden building 
on a site in East Street about where the telephone exchange is 
now and opposite the railway station. No date is known when 
it was erected. The Postmaster and his family also lived in 
it and a fire which broke out in the washhouse in 1900 destroyed 
part of the Post Office and probably hastened its demise. The 
Borough Council on April 2nd, 1900, passed a motion to ask the 
Ministry of Public Works to provide a suitable new premises for 
the Post and Telegraph Office at Ashburton instead of repairing 
the damaged one. The Minister agreed in reply that a new one 
might be necessary. The Postmaster-General informed the Coun- 
cil that tenders were being called for a new Ashburton Post 
Office on a site opposite Baring Square East. 

On January 21st, 1901, at 11 a.m. the Hon. J. G. Ward, 
Postmaster-General, laid the foundation stone and was presented 
with a silver trowel by the Council. On the piece of parchment 
placed beneath the stone were the names of the architect, John 
Campbell, P. W. D., Peter Hyndmann, Contractor, W. H. Ren- 
ner, Postmaster, Hugo Friedlander, Mayor, Charles E. Fooks, 
Town Clerk. The new one-penny Universal postage stamp was 
placed on a second piece of parchment and, along with some 
current coins and a copy of “The Lyttelton Times” and “ The 
Ashburton Guardian ” placed under the foundation stone. After 
64 years in a good state of preservation, the stamp was framed— 
to be placed in the next new Post Office in 1965, along with the 
original parchment and coins. 

The total cost of the 1901 Post Office, constructed of bricks 
faced with Oamaru stone, was £4,500, and it was opened for 
business 11 months later, on Monday, November 18th, 1901. The 
old wooden building was sold to W. Page, Builder and Contractor, 
for £100 at the end of November. 
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After much discussion between the Borough Council and 
the Post Office authorites, a letter came on June 9th, 1902, saying 
that Cabinet had decided to put a clock in the tower on the 
Ashburton Post Office, provided that the Council contributed a 
cheque for £375. The cheque was duly sent and the clock arrived 
on January 18th, 1904. Installation began. Robilliard and Son’s 
tender for its winding and maintenance was accepted by the 
Council. The Borough Clock was to cease chiming when the 
Post Office Clock was started. The Mayoress, Mrs Davis, per- 
formed the ceremony of starting the clock on February 4th, 
1904. 

By 1938, Ashburton’s rise in population had demonstrated 
that the Post Office was now too small for the volume of business 
that passed through it. Sketch plans were drawn up for a 
£16,000 building to accommodate all the necessary areas of Post 
and Telegraph business, but the project was stillborn in spite 
of urgent representations from Mr H. E. Herring, M.P. 

In January, 1944, the Postmaster-General informed the 
Council that the Post Office tower would be removed because 
of earthquake risk and the consequent danger to life and pro- 
perty. Would the Council please take charge of the chiming 
clock which belonged to the people of Ashburton? Two years 
later when tenders were being called for the demolition of the 
tower, a public meeting protested against this removal, pointing 
out that Ashburton was not in an earthquake region. The protest 
fell on deaf ears, and F. Crum and Son started the work on 
February 18th, 1946. 

A new automatic telephone exchange was built in East 
Street next to the Post Office in 1957. The old manual telephones 
were replaced in town and country. The Hon. R. G. Gerard, 
Minister of Lands and M.P. for the Ashburton Electorate de- 
clared it open on October 4th, 1957, made the last call on the 
manual system and the first on the automatic. The Exchange 
had cost £370,000. Other speakers at the ceremony were the 
Mayor (Mr A. A. McDonald), the County Chairman (Mr E. T. 


At Left— 

BARING SQUARE EAST IN 1976.—The clock, donated by Ashburton County Council 

to mark its Centenary, is the one-time Post Office clock in a new tower. 
An interesting feature is that the mechanism is in full view. 
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Grigg) and Mr L. O. Tyrell (Regional Engineer for the Post 
and Telegraph Department). 

After 64 years of service a larger Post Office became ne- 
cessary to serve Ashburton’s growing numbers (12,900), and 
the once handsome building of brick and Oamaru stone was 
demolished by Burnett’s Motors. J. E. Collins and Company 
designed a new building and the Fletcher Construction Company 
Limited erected it at a contract price of £104,346. The laying 
of the foundation stone was performed by the Hon. R. G. Gerard 
on November 22nd, 1968. Other speakers were the Mayor, 
Mr J. Davidson, the County Council Chairman, Mr R. E. Buick, 
and Mr K. C. Cooper, President of the Ashburton Rotary Club 
and Vice-President of the Ashburton R.S.A. A canister contain- 
ing New Zealand coins, a set of current New Zealand stamps, a 
copy of the Post Office Report for the year ending March 31, 1968, 
a list of permanent officers of the Post Office and copies of news- 
papers, was placed behind the foundation stone as a record of 
the ceremony. 

The building, in reinforced concrete to harmonise with 
its neighbour, the automatic exchange, was built to accommodate 
another storey if it ever became necessary. The Postmaster- 
General, Mr W. J. Scott, performed the opening ceremony on 
September 7th, 1965, at 12.30 p.m. 


Facilities Adequate 


Today in the Centennial Year of the Borough, the building 
still appears adequate. The main extensions of service have 
been in establishing satellite automatic exchanges in country 
areas, starting with Westerfield, 26th June, 1965; Willowby, 1st 
June, 1968; Wakanui, 7th July, 1970; Winchmore, 16th October, 
1970; Highbank, 17th December, 1971; Chertsey, 19th May, 1972; 
Mt. Somers and Springburn, 10th August, 1978; Methven, 2nd 
May, 1975; and the last one was opened for Rakaia and Dorie, 
22nd June, 1977. 

The fact that Tinwald’s Post Office has had its Centennial 
this year, is not so well known. The original Post Office was 
combined with a store in Graham’s Road on the property now 
occupied by Mr T. A. Lane. Following an office for many years 
in the Railway Station, now a porcelain door-handle is one of its 
few remains. In the shopping block at Tinwald, a modern Post 
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Office functions to carry on a tradition of public service. The 
Centenary was celebrated on January 2nd, 1978, eight months 
earlier than the Borough’s birthday. 


Postal business, in Tinwald, commenced on January 2nd, 
1878, in a General Store run by Joseph Beswick. It was trans- 
ferred to the Railway Station in 1883, when a Stationmaster, 
who was also a telegraphist, was appointed. After Tinwald’s 
amalgamation with the Borough, the Council prevailed upon 
the Postal Department for improved postal facilities at Tinwald, 
and thus, in 1962, a modern Post Office was opened in Bryant’s 
shopping centre. 


Besides Tinwald, the Ashburton Post Office (Postmaster, 
E. H. G. Breach) controls Hampstead, Chertsey and the Ash- 
burton West Post Office. Yet it still has not been designated 
a “chief post office.” 


Over the past century, the Borough Council has asked 
many times for its promotion, yet it still operates under Christ- 
church. Maybe this will be its destiny in the second century. 
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The Volunteer Fire Brigade 


The Inaugural Meeting was held on November 20th, 1874. 
It was short of funds and the Roads Board refused money to 
build a shed for the original fire engine in 1876. It had started 
with a bucket brigade and the water supply was sadly deficient. 
The original members were T. Bullock, S. Poyntz, J. M. Cam- 
bridge, C. W. Greenwood, Capt. Meikleham, C. E. Fooks, W. 
Leggett and J. S. Bruce. Captain Meikleham was appointed the 
first captain, J. S. Bruce the first Honorary Secretary, and S. 
Poyntz, Chairman. The entire plant consisted of two dozen 
iron buckets, three American axes, a handsaw and a crosscut 
saw, two fire hooks with 12ft handles, one grapnel chain, three 
10ft ladders and an alarm bell, the whole outfit costing £386. 

In 1875, at the first annual meeting an order was sent 
to London for a manual engine, towards the cost of which the 
Provincial Government had made a grant of £950. It arrived in 
due course and proved very useful. Mr George Compton became 
Captain in 1876. When Ashburton became a borough in 1878, 
the Volunteer Fire Brigade offered its services which were ac- 
cepted. 

The plant was first housed on a Borough reserve later 
used by Haywrights. Then a small building was built at the 
corner of Wills Street and what was Wakanui Road where the 
Plunket rooms now stand. When the Borough Council moved 
from Burnett Street to Baring Square West, their old premises 
were converted to a Fire Station. 

In 1880, G. Compton retired from the brigade and James 
Wilkie, a reporter for the “Herald” and “Guardian”, took 
his place. Prior to this period a couple of tube wells had been 
sunk, one opposite the Somerset and another nearer the bridge. 
Water was now brought in through the Domain to flush the 
channels and the Brigade was not so short of water. 

At the second meeting of the Borough Council, it was 
decided to sink five more wells for fire protection. In 1882, the 
bell was moved to a section in front of the Catholic Presbytery 
and became the property of the Western Fire Brigade, the second 
to be formed in the town. It finally went to Allenton. 

In 1876 (according to “The Ashburton Guardian,” No- 
vember 14th, 1974), a manual Shand Mason engine arrived at 
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Lyttelton, and in 1878 the “ Wainui” arrived in Ashburton and 
was christened by T. Bullock. In 1885, the Volunteer Fire Bri- 
gade resigned en masse, but immediately volunteered to serve 
again when the Borough Council called for a new brigade. 
Among the members’ names we find W. E. Dolman, John Hefford, 
Edward Higgins, J. H. Stevens, D. Leitch, F. B. Willenshurst, Geo. 
Parkin, Senior, C. Grant, W. C. Davis, P. Rattray, W. Sandoe, 
W. E. Perryman, W. Marsh, A. Young, J. Harrop, A. Christie, 
P. Wallace and J. Keir. 

In June, 1887, it was suggested by H. Friedlander that 
a steam engine be bought. David Thomas organised a poll of 
ratepayers which agreed to the proposal, and a Shand Mason 
B Vertical Engine was ordered. Mrs David Thomas (Mayoress), 
christened it “The Pride of Ashburton.” W. E. Dolman was 
appointed engineer and custodian of the new engine and it served 
Ashburton for half a century. 

The Western Fire Brigade bought a curricle engine in 
1886, but was struggling financially. It joined up with the main 
brigade in 1889, but the engine was kept on the west side, even- 
tually in Allen’s Road Fire Station. 

In use at the time of the Centenary, in 1974, were a 1944 
Chevrolet with a trailer pump, 1938 Ford V8, a 1967 Commer 
and a 1967 Dennis. 

Radio telephones, introduced in 1967, improved commu- 
nications and the “Jaws of Life” equipment recently donated 
in 1978 by the Jaycees has been used on occasions in car accidents 
where there may be fire danger. 

The new Fire Brigade Headquarters building was opened 
by Sir Jack Hunn, C.M.G., Chairman of the N.Z. Fire Service 
Commission on December 11, 1976. 

There have been some disastrous fires in Ashburton, but 
the Brigade has stood by its Motto ‘Ever Ready; Ever Steady; 
Striving with a Will to Save”. 

Gold Star members with over 25 years’ service have been: 
W. E. Dolman, 1876-1933; J. Hefford, 1883-1912; T. Barber, 1888- 
1935; T. Gibson, 1900-38; P. Leslie, 1903-86; L. Kidd, 1908-38; 
J. Hickey, 1914-46; H. Hefford, 1914-48; C. Solway, 1918-54; S. 
Preddy, 1930-58; R. R. Kerr, 1938-64; L. C. Solway, 1938-76; K. 
Kenny, 1989-77; J. W. Smith, 1939-74; A. P. Baker, 1941-71. 
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The Public Library 


The first library was in a small building on the site where 
St. Stephen’s Hall is. In May, 1882, the County Council agreed 
to subsidise any funds given by the public £1 for £1 up to a limit 
of £200 towards the building of a new library. Joseph Ward, as 
a deputation from the Library Committee, asked the Borough 
Council to lease part of Reserve 766 for a new library, but it 
was suggested that they share a section with the Fire Brigade 
instead. February 5, 1888, on the motion of St. Hill, Reserve 
766 was granted and the building went ahead. The Library Com- 
mittee found itself short of funds and asked the Council to take 
over the building in October, 1884. The deputation stated that 
the subscribers had decided to hand over the building, provided 
the rights of life members were protected and two or three sub- 
scribers were elected to the Council’s Library Committee, not 
to interfere with the finance but to keep up with the choosing 
of books. The library debt was £870/18/5, £300 of which was 
owed to the Permanent Building Society. 

The Mayor moved that the library lease be cancelled and 
the Borough Council resume control of it. On November 11, 
1884, this resolution was confirmed and a Library Committee 
set up of John and Andrew Orr, W. Leggett, A. Harrison and 
R. Bird. It moved that the Council offices be put in the new 
building, and so the Council occupied the building earlier destined 
as a library, using the upper rooms. 

At the Council meeting on October 15, 1888, W. J. Walker 
presented a petition for a clock to be erected in the tower from 
the Jubilee Memorial Fund. Books were ordered from Edinburgh, 
and magazines and newspapers from local sources. Misuse of 
the magazines frequently occurred in the reading room which 
was not well lit. In 1899, the Department of Education began 
granting a small subsidy to the library annually. The Edinburgh 
firm ceased to supply books to the library in 1908, and henceforth 
they were bought in New Zealand. Miss Phyllis Makeig was 
elected Librarian at £25 p.a. on May 28, 1910, but resigned six 
months later. 

In 1918, the Council inquired as to how other towns came 
to acquire free public libraries and as a result decided to apply 
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to Mr Andrew Carnegie for a free grant of £2500. They under- 
took to provide a site and to supply £125 a year for its upkeep 
from a special rate. A reply in November, 1914, offered a grant 
of £1750, Council to pledge £125 from rates. 


Carnegie Grant Lost 


Plans were sent to the Carnegie Corporation in March, 
1915, and asking for the grant to be increased to cover the total 
cost. The Corporation approved of the plans but would grant 
only £1750. Tenders were called by Mr L. L. Miles, the architect, 
of Timaru. Eleven were received and it was proposed to accept 
Mr J. Munro’s of £1758. An amendment was moved that as the 
tenders were in excess of the grant (£1750) the erection of the 
library be held over for further consideration. It was carried 
on the casting vote of the Mayor. The difference of £8 lost Ash- 
burton its Carnegie library. 


The Carnegie Corporation, in November, 1916, offered to 
hold the grant till after the war. Nothing was done till the 
war was over when L. Metes gave it as his opinion that the 
Library could not now be built for £1750 and Council should ask 
for £2000. This was done, but the Carnegie Corporation refused 
to raise the grant. 


The increased price had proved a final stumbling block 
to the erection of a free library, but the decision not to accept 
the tender of £1758, in 1916, had in actual fact brought on this 
result. 


In 1940, the library was transferred to a shop next to the 
Somerset Hotel, on a suggestion by Mr E. J. Bell, the Christchurch 
Chief Librarian, that it was too far out of the town. In 1945, 
four Ashburton schools were admitted to the Country Library 
Service and it was decided to shift the Library to sample 
rooms in Havelock Street (behind the “ Guardian” office) tem- 


At Right— 

LOOKING WEST FROM METHODIST CHURCH, showing the Borough Council 

Chambers, War Memorial, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church and the Roman Catholic 

Church of the Holy Name (opened 1931). The old Presbyterian Church, built in 
1876, is barely visible. 
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porarily. Mr G. T. Alley was asked to establish a free library 
service for Ashburton. This opened in early July, and the schools 
contributed funds towards the library for the purchase of books. 
The Country Library Service provided a vast number of books 
for exchange by the Ashburton Library Service for years and 
frequently loaned the services of a library adviser. 


Mrs B. EK. Opie retired in June, 1958, after 24 years’ service 
and was replaced by Mrs McArtney, of Palmerston, in October. 
The National Library service, in 1962, congratulated the Borough 
on her excellent work in the library. In September, 1964, Mrs 
M. E. Robinson resigned from the staff after 23 years of service. 


The years 1966-7 were occupied with the building, plan- 
ning, furnishing and landscaping of the new library. When Mrs 
McArtney resigned after eight years of service, Miss M. E. Scott 
was appointed in her place. The South Canterbury Savings Bank 
in its first distribution of profits donated £30 to the Children’s 
Section of the Library, and Austin Deans’ well-known picture 
“Snowgrass on Mt. Arrowsmith ” was presented by a syndicate 
of Ashburton businessmen to be hung in the new library — a 
very fine gesture, appreciated still by all who visit the library. 
The Lions Club shifted all the books from the old Havelock Street 
site behind the Guardian Office and the new library was declared 
open on September 15, 1967. The Scouts gathered the stones 
for the facing of the new building. 


A record-hire system was begun in 1969, proving extremely 
popular, but too many records tended to stray. Exchanges of 
books were arranged with schools and visits from schools to the 
library, displays of work, holiday reading programmes and the 
Art Society decided to start a picture loan collection in the 
library. Mr P. White (Librarian from 1974) left at the begin- 
ning of 1978 to take up a position as Deputy Librarian in Dunedin. 
He introduced poetry readings by present day poets both at the 
library and at the Ashburton College and has himself written 
two volumes of poetry. 


Miss J. Watson succeeded Mr White in this Centennial 
year and is carrying on the tradition of loan exhibitions. 
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The Domain 


In the laying out of the town in 1868, the surveyor, Robert 
Park, had set aside Reserve 308 of 72 acres for recreational pur- 
poses and it was called “ The Grange,” Reserve for Public Gardens 
and Recreation. It stretched from the gullies between the West 
and North Town Belts to the Main South Road. It was later 
added to and the hospital block of 12 acres taken out of it. Origin- 
ally the control was by a Domain Board appointed by the Gover- 
nor. The hospital block was taken in 1880. On October 31, 1881, 
the Domain Board could not afford to build a dam for swimming 
baths and asked the Council for funds, but nothing was done till 
1882 when the Council suggested taking over the Domain from 
an “irresponsible” Domain Board. Nothing much happened till 
the end of 1888 when Council agreed to take over control at the 
request of the Domain Board. 


In spite of various requests for a swimming bath, matters 
were left till 1889 when the staff was offered control of all the 
reserves outside the Domain instead. It was decided to shift 
the King Edward gates to the hospital entrance to the Domain. 


In 19388, W. Thomas was engaged to draw up plans for 
a new Curator’s Lodge and a rock and water garden planned 
behind the Band Rotunda. D. H. Leigh was appointed Cura- 
tor. The Ashburton Tennis Club’s pavilion was burned down 
and W. Thomas was also asked to draw up plans for a pro- 
posed Canterbury Centennial Swimming Pool. The Woolston 
Brass Band gave a concert on the island on March 19, 1939. Twelve 
more acres of sports ground were prepared. Fifty cherry trees 
were planted, half along West Street and half behind the pavilion. 
Several white swans were donated for the lakes. Donations of 
bulbs were invited and 14,000 were received. 


In 1941, motor traffic was allowed into the Domain and 
in June, D. H. Leigh went on active service. E. J. Spicer 
was appointed acting Curator, and Mr H. P. Clayton resigned 
after 29 years’ service, 21 of them as Curator. It was decided 
to put heavy gauge netting round the Dr. Miller Memorial Child- 
ren’s Playground. Mr Spicer retired after 32 years’ service. A 
large glasshouse was donated by E. Buchanan in 1946, and 
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very generous donations of plants by A. Clark. Men were 
very hard to get. D. H. Leigh accepted a position as Curator 
at Nelson. A. F. Morgan became the next Curator in Ashburton 
and the new lodge was built near the hospital. 

Samples of water from the baths proved to have too high 
a bacterial content and the Director of Health in Timaru advised 
that they should be closed at the end of 1948. The old camping 
ground was as popular as ever. Children were always riding 
over the grass and damaging edges of the flower beds and constant 
protests went to the schools. 

The first apprentice, D. Collins began work in the Domain 
in 1951, and at the completion of his apprenticeship, was succeeded 
by Mr G. Gunn. Two Bailey bridges were erected across the 
Domain pond for the Royal Visit in July, 1958, but by February, 
1954, the pavilion was described as a disgrace inside and out. 
The tennis courts were moved to Oak Grove for the 1956/7 season 
and the two clubs united. 


Adequate Water Supply 


In later years emphasis was placed on an adequate supply 
of water in the summer season and the purchasing of equipment 
that would cover bigger areas in lawn-mowing or would make 
maintenance work easier. The Domain staff had to maintain 
all the town reserves as well as attend to pruning and growing 
plants for changing seasons. The Domain was a beauty spot for 
the town, praised for its layout and colouring, very popular for 
picnics, the venue for matches against visiting teams on the Oval. 
More ground was levelled, more cricket pitches, football and 
hockey grounds laid out. The macrocarpa hedges were removed 
and club pavilions erected. High pressure water and sewerage 
were laid on and electric light for night practice. 

Mr I. F. Bonisch succeeded Mr Morgan in 1960 and is still 
in charge. In 1965, the new aviary, constructed by the Round 
Table, was handed over in April, and proved very popular. Dona- 
tions of finches, doves, lovebirds were given. The Round Table 
also donated a tractor to be used in the new playground opposite 
the aviary, and in 1968, they constructed a children’s fort com- 


At Right— 
ASHBURTON DOMAIN (probably in the 1950's) 
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bined with a slide; added a Bofors gun, a 4-seater swing and a 
separate slide. 

The old Band Rotunda was repaved and seats put in, in 1972, 
but its former glory was gone. It was made safe for children 
and seats were set in. A viewing site was made in West Street 
from where people could look into the Domain and buses could 
stop. The athletic track was upgraded because athletics have 
taken on a new lease of life in Ashburton in recent years. The 
paddling pool continues to be very popular in summer. The 
duck population has grown enormously and their numbers are 
causing embarrassment to the authorities. An addition to the 
Domain recently has been the skateboard track—a gift from 
the Kiwanis Club of Ashburton. A paddling pool in the new 
children’s playground is at present being constructed by the 
Rotary Club of Ashburton as a Centennial project. 

It is little wonder the Domain, with its colourful displays 
and sporting facilities, is so popular. A plan for a new pavilion 
is currently under way in this Centennial year. The Domain 
is amonument to the conscientious effort and care of the Curators 
down through the years. 
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THE GRANDSTAND (later destroyed by fire), photographed from the Domain Oval. 
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Spreading the News 


There were three early newspapers in Ashburton, but none 
of them survived for long. ‘The Evening Echo” began in 1878, 
lasted for 12 months and then its title was changed to “The 
Ashburton Herald”. Its last title was conferred in September, 
1879, when it became “ The Ashburton Guardian and Agriculture 
and Sporting Record” a small paper of four pages, published 
three times a week in the mornings, printed in a hand press at 
one penny a copy. Its first official editor, A. H. Hogg, later be- 
came Minister of Labour in the Ward Government. In 1880, 
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THE PREMISES OF "' ASHBURTON MAIL AND GUARDIAN " (date unknown). 
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the Company sold out to the Guardian Printing and Publishing 
Company. “The Ashburton Herald” was absorbed and the new 
evening daily paper was issued from Saunders Buildings, in 
East Street, later moving to premises next to Matson’s, in West 
Street. 


In 1885, “ The Ashburton Guardian ” was bought by Major 
Steward who combined politics with editing and had also just 
bought Ashburton’s earlier paper, “The Ashburton Mail”. The 
move was made to Burnett Street where the present offices are. 
Major Steward became Speaker of the House of Representatives 
in 1898, and to celebrate, the staff held a “ stop-work picnic ” at 
the Lagmhor Estate to honour him and his family — the only 
day “ The Ashburton Guardian ” ever missed an issue. 


Linotype machines were brought in in 1907, also a Dawson 
printing press and mechanical folders, speeding up the prepara- 
tion of the paper and spelling the deathknell of the girl hand- 
setters. In 1903, Robert Bell took over the company and soon 
increased its efficiency and paper sales, and in 1908 a brick build- 
ing was constructed to make more room for the new machinery. 
The Ashburton Mail and Guardian Company Limited was formed 
in 1911. The price of the paper remained at one penny till the 
Great War, though it had greatly increased in size. 

“The Ashburton Guardian’s” Fiftieth Jubilee was cele- 
brated in 1980 and it is now well on the way towards its Centen- 
nial year in 1980. 


The traditions have been carried on by members of the 
Bell family ever since 1903. The directors of the company in 
19380, were R. B. Bell (Managing Director), Robert Bell (Chair- 
man) and W. B. W. Bell (Secretary). The present J. M. Bell 
took over in October, 1968, following the death of his father, 
W. B. W. Bell. Bruce Bell, a fourth generation of the family 
descended from Robert Bell, joined the firm in 1975 as an adver- 
tising salesman. 


Editors well-known and still remembered in the district 
have been H. J. Constable 1920-22, A. G. Sainsbury 1923-24, H. 
J. Constable 1924, C. M. Innes 1924 to 1945, R. N. Downes 1945 
to 1967, M. Newton 1968 to 1974, J. W. Donlon 1974 to 1978, and 
the present Editor, is a descendant of an early Ashburton family: 
Mr M. W. Hopwood. 
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The present modern building, on the old site in Burnett 
Street, was constructed in 1970-71, the office section being re- 
designed while the printing department remained unaltered and 
the office was transferred temporarily to the Arcade. 


In August, 1975, a new Web Offset printing press was 
bought, replacing a printing press purchased in the Jubilee Year 
of 1980. The new press gives four times the speed of the previous 
one and produces four newspapers per second, much improved 
papers from the technical point of view. The traditional method 
of composing was replaced by new computerised photo-type- 
setting equipment giving “The Ashburton Guardian” a really 
modern set-up. 


On The Air 

As this Centennial booklet goes to press, a warrant has 
been granted to Radio New Zealand to operate a broadcasting 
station in Ashburton. 
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Musical Tastes Fostered 


The earliest reference in the Borough Council minutes is 
in March 17, 1902, when the Brass Band was granted a subsidy 
of £20 and contracted in return to give six open air concerts and 
two sixpenny concerts. Messrs Willis and Reid were appointed 
Council representatives on the Band’s Board of Managers. In 
June, a site to erect a room for practice was granted to them 
at the Council yard. In July, their first sixpenny concert was 
held and the Council attended. The first year’s balance sheet 
presented at the April Council meeting in 1903 was declared most 
satisfactory. 

George Hosken had formed a private group, the “ Allenton 
Temperance Band ” and both bands were giving concerts at this 
early stage. Both competed at “B” grade contests in South 
Canterbury. By 1910 the Temperance Band was winning first 
awards and, in 1911, had successes in Palmerston North and 
Dunedin. Drum- Major W. R. Tucker won several gold medals. 
He was equally successful in France as a Sergeant-Major with 
the Second Rifile Brigade Band during the Great War. The 
bandsmen at home joined the Citizens’ Defence Band and then 
the 8th Mounted Rifles Band. During 1918-19, W. Armand man- 
aged the band so well that it was able to buy the first set of 
silver-plated instruments owned by a local band. When he left 
Ashburton in 1920, Lieutenant W. H. Osborne succeeded him. He 
had been Senior N.Z. Bandmaster in France and had attended 
a course at the Royal Military College of Music. In 1921, as a 
result of his efforts the Ashburton Band won the “B” Grade 
contest against 10 other bands. In the following three years the 
standard of playing was maintained and then players began to 
leave the area to find work. The Silver Band was helped for 
many years by Mr and Mrs H. J. Chapman. 

In June, 1926, the Borough Council granted £100 to the 
Silver Band and also made a grant of £10 to the Pipe Band. 
H. J. Osborne was brought back to Ashburton and found work 
with the Domain Staff. The Silver Band after being raised to 
“A” grade status after its earlier successes, reverted to “B” 
grade, but still retained its popularity and crowds came to the 
Provincial Contest held here in 1931. Both the Silver and Salva- 
tion Army bands were able to purchase new instruments in the 
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1930’s. H. J. T. Osborne, brother of H. J., became the next 
Bandmaster. In 1941 three radio broadcasts were given and the 
Band again was successful with its young players in 1946. 
The Silver Band has met with many succeses through the years, 
and in May, of this Centennial Year, won the “C” Grade Cham- 
pionship at the Silver Bands’ Contest in Dunedin. 


Pipe Band Formed 

The Ashburton County Scottish Society’s Pipe Band has 
also a long history. At the beginning of the present century 
a few Scots of the town and the county felt the necessity of 
preserving the traditions and customs of the land of their birth. 
Subsequently, on October 5th, 1904, the nucleus of the Ashburton 
County Scottish Society held its first meeting in Mr McDonald’s 
shop in Burnett Street. 

The first Council of the Society was not long in operation 
when the desire for a pipe band made itself evident and at a 
meeting of the Council of the Society on February 3, 1905 it was 
resolved that Messrs C. Reid, W. Pearson, W. G. McDonald and 
R. Y. Ferguson be appointed a committee to go into the matter 
of forming a pipe band in conjunction with the Society. 

Mr A. Campbell was appointed the first tutor and on June 
9 in the same year 10 sets of Stark bagpipes were purchased from 
Messrs Chas. Begg and Co. Ltd., at a total cost of £93 12s. 

The uniforms were locally made by McDonald and Co. in 
East Street, at a total cost of £182 1s 5d for 12 complete uniforms. 

The first officers of the band were Pipe-Major W. Pearson, 
Drum-Maior A. Wilkie, Pipe-Sergeant A. Lane and Corporal C. 
Lamb, and these men had the distinction of taking the band 
to its first contest in Christchurch in 1907. Mr Wilkie was re- 
quired for the “ big drum ” and he held this position for a period 
of over 20 years. 

The band’s next drum-majior was Mr Sam Scott and he 
was succeeded by Mr “ Jock ” McKay, one of the band’s outstand- 
ing figures. During World War I., the Society went into recess 
but the band carried on with a few old stalwarts who held the 
band together. While the band was fortunate in having such 
enthusiasts as Messrs McKay and Wilkie the position of pipe- 
major saw many changes, recalling such names as G. McAllister, 
J. McIntyre, R. Harrison, D. Hay and “ Davy” Wilson who took 
over the position in 1923 and held it for over 30 years. 


—E 
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The Pipe Band has gone from strength to strength through 
the years. In 1949 it won the B Grade Championship at New 
Plymouth consequent on which it was promoted to A Grade status. 
In 1958, the band won the A Grade Championship at Dunedin. 
In 1949, under the leadership of Drum-Major Lindsay Aitken, 
the band won the drum-major’s display and repeated this success 
each year to 1958. 


The Pipe Band, together with the Silver Band and the 
Salvation Army Band play a very real part in civic functions 
and give much enjoyment to the community. 

There were two harmonica bands active in the 1930’s and 
they amalgamted in 1938, but are now disbanded. 


HAMPSTEAD MEMORIAL HALL. 
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The Dream That Came True 
The A.A.A. 


Seldom does a publicly-organised group realise fully all its 
aims, but the Advance Ashburton Association can be said to have 
been at least remarkably successful. 

The idea came from the frustration of Councillor H. R. C. 
McElrea, in 1922, when, as Chairman of the Borough Council 
Works Committee, he despaired of Ashburton’s being anything 
but unlovely. The goading of the “ Guardian ” provoked him into 
organising a meeting, the results of which must have exceeded 
even his greatest hopes. 


Co-operation and Action 


Within four months the A.A.A., under the Chairmanship 
of Henry J. Constable, editor of the “Guardian,” had formed 
within itself, Works, Finance, Beautifying, Entertainment and 
Advisory Committees each of which had reported back to the 
Executive; a constitution had been adopted and a list of urgent 
works drawn up. A decision had been made that, as the Councils 
both said they had no available money to help with improvements 
(including none to shift the convenience from East Street), they 
intended to canvass, to hold a carnival with sideshows, entertain- 
ments, pictures, musical and elocutionary competitions and de- 
bates. The R.S.A. had offered financial help and an entertainment 
by a Christchurch party had realised over £60 gross. Two sections 
of the Railway reserve had been levelled and sown in grass and 
work started on two others. The Borough Council had agreed to 
put in a curb along Baring Square East and the Domain Curator 
and Works Staff had given considerable assistance. 

If this were not sufficient to justify their existence a pro- 
cession and sports gala day was being planned, a committee de- 
puted to run debates and one to arrange for competitions. (The 
resulting Competitions Society is still active). Their workman’s 
wages had been raised to 18s 6d ($1.85) a day though at this 
stage they would not guarantee continuous employment even 
though work had been above estimation: for example 800 dray- 
loads of soil, largely from Mona Square, were needed to level the 
railway reserve between Tancred and Moore Streets. 
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Businesslike 


The minutes show that all considerations were according 
to meeting procedure: if a committee reported to the monthly 
executive meeting that it had not carried out its assignment for 
the month it would be granted leave to take another period of 
time; if a decision was needed mid-month a special meeting was 
held. By the Association’s work in clearing reserves of rubbish 
and weeds, levelling and sowing and planting trees the centre 
of the town became ornamental though the coalyards could not 
be banished. Next came the planting of elms in South-east Belt, 
and oaks in North-west Belt and “ blue gums,” viminalis variety, 
in North-east Belt. It is interesting to see the references to Oak 
Avenue and Elms Avenue. A laurel hedge along the railway 
line and red-stone curbing along East Street edged the grassed 
areas opposite the shops. 

Throughout its activities the Association kept in view 
the need for a Town Hall and worked very hard to obtain the old 
Courthouse site. Its members were glad when the new Justice 
Department building was erected in Baring Square West but dis- 
appointed when the old site was sold for commercial purposes. 
It was, however, a consolation that the Farmers’ building added 
greatly to the appearance of East Street. 


Cultural Boost 


Besides the Competitions Society the A.A.A. was directly 
instrumental in starting the Chamber of Commerce and the 
annual Sports Gala on Labour Day, an important feature for a 
number of years. Under the leadership of Archie H. Todd the 
popular concert party known as Gay Galateers travelled exten- 
sively in the County and helped to finance the improvements. 
Probably the A.A.A. did much by its use of native plants to 
popularise them here. Always ready to boost appearances it 
promoted garden competitions for schools and for householders. 
After attending to the shopping area precincts the Association 
turned its attention to a number of smaller reserves and then 
to one of its triumphs: the replacing of the fence along the West 
Street side of the Domain with the brick wall. 

When the A.A.A. went into recess, in 1940, it left much 
to be seen for its efforts. May our prayer, too, be for a better 
Ashburton. 
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Long Serving Families 


That magic hundred years! Not often in a provincial town 
does a family continue in the same business so long, but Ashbur- 
ton has an example in each of its principal streets and one in 
Kermode Street. Other businesses have records of long service 
to Ashburtonians, too, but they are not now actively run by 
members of the original family. 


In Lanarkshire, Scotland, William Sparrow served an ap- 
prenticeship in the clothing and tailoring trade, followed this 
with five years in Dunedin, after which he came to Ashburton 
to open a branch of N.Z. Clothing Factory, now Hallenstein Bros., 
in 1867. Ten years later he started his own business where W. 
H. Collins’s shop is now, made two moves, including one to where 
Haywrights now trade, and then, in 1898, his last move to what 
became known as Sparrows’ Corner to a shop built for one, Zan- 
der, a grocer, by Friedlanders. The section contained the shops 
now occupied by Whitcoulls and U.F.S. Pharmacy. Men’s suits 
were made to measure, and at one time William Sparrow employed 
as many as 80 in tailoring alone. 


His son, W. H. Sparrow, later took over, and as his sons 
became old enough, they too, entered the trade until three retired 
simultaneously very recently leaving the business in the hands 
of the fourth generation. 


William Sparrow was very interested in volunteer military 
training and was a commissioned officer. Later members of the 
Sparrow family have contributed much to social services, usually 
very effectively and unobtrusively. 


Born in 1845, in Devonshire, Joshua Tucker, after seven 
years’ work with a railway company, came to New Zealand in 
the ship “ Zealandia.” Two years “on the land” preceded a busy 
year in 1875: he worked for W. Montgomery, timber and coal 
merchants, became manager and then took over himself. He took 
a partner on three occasions, but later the business bore his name; 
much later it became Tuckers Ltd. Two sons, Raymond and E. 
J., “ Eddie” were in charge for many years, and the Chairman 
of Directors is again Joshua Tucker, the third generation. 
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Local Body Interests 


The founder was a man of character who took a real part 
in development of the district, serving on the Ashburton Road 
Board for 28 years, the last three as Chairman; on the Ashburton 
High School Board for 14 years (13 years as Chairman during 
the period of growth and development); and on the A. and P. 
Association where he filled several executive positions. The 
Tucker family’s great interests in music, particularly brass bands 
(W. R. Tucker was drum-major of the Ashburton Silver Band for 
a number of years and led the band with distinction at many 
contests), and rifle shooting are remembered whenever the vari- 
ous Tucker Trophies are contested. The firm is especially noted 
for the long service given by its employees. 


In September, 1878, John and Susannah Crum, and their 
family embarked at Plymouth, England, on the ship “ Marlbor- 
ough” of 1124 tons, bounds for Lyttelton “in the province of 
Canterbury, New Zealand.” John Crum was a bricklayer and it 
is thought he set up in that trade in the same year, in Ashburton. 
He is recorded as making bricks, a venture which must have been 
in opposition to the brick kiln, because in 1895, he bought this 
from Friedlanders or the Bank of New Zealand. It is sad that 
just 100 years after his starting the kiln has to close because of 
lack of clay. 


Throughout the time the family business (John Crum was 
succeeded by two sons, Frank and Oliver, and now the third gene- 
ration continue the management) has done much to make popular 
the use of bricks in building. 


———— 000 


FIRST WOMAN MEMBER OF COUNCIL 


The first woman member of the Borough Council was Mrs 
Edith Jessie Childs, who served from 18th October, 1962, until 
1964, when she resigned on leaving the district. 
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BUILDINGS 


It is impossible to detail all the buildings in the Borough 
and either their earliest beginnings or previous buildings on the 
same sites. The hotels were prominent from earlier times and 
the main banks also have a long history. The South Canterbury 
Savings Bank is in its infaney by comparison. The A.N.Z. Bank 
on the corner of East and Tancred Streets has just closed for 
extensive modernisation and is temporarily in the old National 
Bank building further east along Tancred Street. The Bank of 
New Zealand also has new buildings on East Street. 

There are old and new garages and transport buildings. 
The industrial complex is thriving and Woodhams have just 
opened a new complex worth half a million dollars. The Borough 
School is also to have new buildings in the near future and the 
Library and Administration Buildings are a great credit to the 
town. 

Among the new buildings of more recent years are the 
Churches at Tinwald, new Kindergartens, the handsome County 
Council building, in Baring Square East, that was first opened 
in April, 1988, and then had first floor extensions added in 1972. 

The Tinwald War Memorial Hall has extensive alterations 
giving it very generous capacity declared open this year. 

Appended is a copy of the Ashburton Trade Directory, 
published in the “ Ashburton Herald” dated Thursday, July 31, 
1879. 


ARCHITECT & CIVIL ENGINEER, DRAPERS AND CLOTHIERS 


B. Mountfort, East Street. D. Williamson and Co., East Street. 
AUCTIONEERS Orr and Co., East Street. 
Bullock and Co., East Street. Hodder and Co., Saunders’ Buildings 


Alfred Harrison, Baring Square. FURNITURE WAREROOMS 
J. Lloyd Crawley, Saunders’ Bldgs. A. Spillard, Tancred Street. 


Collins and Son, Moore Street. 
be Beet Aes GROCERS, GENERAL DEALERS, 
Messrs Branson and Purnell, East St. 
Mr Harris, Saunders’ Buildings Ee 
Mr Irel d oan Site ‘ Buildin ; Orr and Co., East Street. 
antarctic, ater Al BS. Friedlander Bros., East Street. 
BAKERS, CONFECTIONERS, ETC. Hodder and Co., Saunders’ Buildings 


Thos. Taylor, East Street. D. Williamson and Co., East Street. 
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BANKS 
Bank of New Zealand, East Street. 
Union Bank of Australia, East St. 


BOARDING-HOUSE KEEPERS 
John Candish, Moore Street. 


Prince Albert Boardinghouse, Wills 
Street. 

J. Cotton, Spanish Restaurant, 
Havelock Street. 


BUILDERS, CONTRACTORS, Etc. 
G. Parkin, Steam Saw Mills. 
Moore Street. 
Thos. Williams, Tinwald. 
G. Compton, Builder, Moore Street. 


BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
H. M. Jones, Baring Square. 
Weeks and Dixon, East Street North 
(Next to Quill’s Hotel). 


BOOTMAKERS 
T. Chambers, Prospect Buildings, 
East Street. 
M. Nealas, East Street. 


BREWERS AND BOTTLERS 
Wood and Co., Cameron Street. 
Quinton Bros., Mount Somers Road. 


CABINETMAKERS 
C. Brader, Tinwald. 


CABINETMAKERS AND 
UNDERTAKERS 
T. A. Gates, Peter St., near Quill’s. 
Thomas Williams, Tinwald. 


CHEMISTS AND DRUGGISTS 
J, M. Cambridge, Montgomery’s 
Buildings. 
COAL AND FIREWOOD 
MERCHANTS 


A. Hayes, Firewood and Timber, 
near Railway Station. 


HOTELS 


Shearman’s Somerset Hotel, East St. 
Quill’s Commercial Hotel, East St. 
North, near Railway Station. 

Mutch and McKenzie, Ashburton 

Hotel, East Street. 
IRONMONGERS 

Orr and Co., East Street. 

Hodder and Co., Saunders’ Buildings 
MILLINER AND DRESSMAKER 

Mrs Adams, Cox Street. 


PAINTER, ETC. 
J. R. Chapman, Tancred Street. 
T. S. Tucker, Moore Street. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS 
Weeks and Dixon, East Street. 
PLUMBERS, GASFITTERS, 
TINSMITHS, ETC. 
S. Hardley, East Street. 
J. C. Dolman, Tancred Street. 
Joseph Hyde, Tancred Street. 
SURVEYORS 


C. E. Fooks and Son, Triangle, 
Wakanui Road. 


TAILORS 

Aitken and Co., Havelock Street. 
TENTMAKERS 

Wm. Patching, East Street. 
GREENGROCERS, ETC. 


W. T. Davison, Moore Street. 
R. Madigan, Havelock Street. 


Notices in this Directory, £1 per 
annum. 
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And Those Who Served 


MAYORS: 


Thomas Bullock 1878-9, Hugo Friedlander 1879-81, 1890-2, 1898-01, 
Donald Williamson 1881-4, Rudolph Fricdlander 1884-6, Thomas Sealy 1886-7, 
Alfred Harrison 1887-8, David Thomas 1888-90, Richard Bird 1892-3, John 
Orr 1893-4, Joseph Sealy 1894-7, Charles Reid 1897-8, William H. Collins 1901-3, 
Henry Davis 1903-15. Robert Galbraith 1915-31, Robert Kerr 1931, William H. 
Weeds 1931-8, George Inglis Miller 1938-40, John Connor 1940-4, Ernest Cook 
Bathurst 1944-56, Archibald A. McDonald 1956-9, John Davidson 1959-68, George 
Glassey 1968-71, Darcy O. Digby 1971-77, Geoffrey J. Geering 1977 to present. 


ASHBURTON BOROUGH COUNCIL (elected 1977) 


Standing: Councillors A. 1. T. K. Keepa, J. H. Millichamp, J. M. Harris, B. J. Oakley, 

E. J. Wood, B. T. Stroud. Sitting: Councillors W. R. Anstiss, |. J. Nicolson, Town 

Clerk I. S. Watson, His Worship the Mayor G. J. Geering, Deputy Mayor M. G. Wall, 
Councillors A. L. McIntosh, D. §. McKenzie. 
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COUNCILLORS: 


Thomas Bullock 1880, James Campbell 1878-9, Rudolph Friedlander 1878, 
1886-8, 1889, Joseph Ivess 1878-9, 1880-3, Andrew Orr 1878-80, 1882-5, George 
Parkin 1878-82, Edward Saunders 1878-80, Robert William Shearman 1878-9, 
Donald Williamson 1878, 1885-91, G. W. St. Hill 1879-84, Weymouth Roberts 
1878-83, 1885-7, George M. Robinson 1879-81, Alfred Harrison 1880-7, Hugo 
Friedlander 1881-2, 1887-90, 1903-5, 1907-8, John Orr 1881-5, 1891-3, 1895-9, 
Richard Bird 1882-7, 1888-92, 1894-8, S. B. Nelson 1882-5, William Leggett 1883-5, 
Thomas Sealy 1883-6, 1887-90, G. W. Jameson 1884-5, David Thomas 1884-8, 
1891-1900, 1903-5, 1907-8, Alexander Craighead 1885-7, Thomas Quill 1885-6, 
Charles Reid 1885-8, 1895-7, 1901-7. Joshua Tucker 1885, 1886-9, John Allot 
Caygill 1886, Albert Roberts 1887-8, George Francis Scott 1887-90, William 
Sparrow 1887, James Keir 1888-91, Daniel McFarlane 1888-90, C. M. Brooke 
1889-91, 1894-7, R. M. Cuthbertson 1889-97, H. G. Flower 1890-4, E. J. Paul 
1890-3, 1894-9, 1899-1901, Joseph Sealy 1890-4, 1898-1901. Henry Maxwell Jones 
1891-4, 1899-1903, John Moore Tweed 1891-2, 1894-5, William Anderson 1892-4, 
James Charles Duncan 1892-3, W. H. Collins 1893-9, H. H. Stephens 1893-4, 
W. H. Rule 1894-5, J. W. Baker, 1895-8, Henry Davis 1897-1903, E. W. Hanmer 
1897-9. J. H. Maynard 1898-1900, J. H. Pauling 1898-1900, John Davison 1899- 
1915, William Jolliffe 1899-1900, George W. Andrews 1900-3, 1905-7, 1915-7, 
Robert Clark 1900-11, J. W. Timmins 1900-6, Henry Willis 1900-3, Robert Al- 
corn 1901-3, H. A. MacKay 1903-5, George Wallace 1903-5, Albert Whitaker 
1903-4, John Wilson 1903, Albert Crum 1904-5, F. Z. D. Ferriman 1905-7, 1910- 
34, A. A. Orr 1905-10, W. J. Silcock 1905-7, Peter Stewart 1905-12, 1913-4, T. 
Rollitt 1906-7, T. F. Gibson 1907-11, C. W. Nicoll 1907-13, D. Wood 1907-13, 
M. J. Burgess 1908-11, W. G. Hillier 1908-13, 1917-27, G. H. D. Hefford 1911-7, 
William McRae 1911-3, M. Priest 1911-5, H. A. Lloyd 1912-7, G .H. Buchanan 
1913-9, J. B. Christian 1913-7, P. L. Orr 1913-7, H. R. C. McElrea 1914-25, 
1931-7, Robert Kerr 1915-31, 1931-3, 1934-9, A. J. Grigg 1917-21, John Watson 
1917-21, 1923-33, H. A. Vesty 1917-21, Frederick Watt 1917-23, W. C. J. Osman 
1919-21, J. W. Bowden 1921-7, Ernest Childs 1921-3, Robert M. Dunlop 1921-7, 
William Page 1921-3, William Henry Robinson 1921-3, 1925-37, W. H. Woods 
Thompson 1923-4, 1927-38. 1941-4, David Fergusson Keir 1924-5, James Donn 
1925-7, Fred N. Seldon 1925-33, John McElhinney 1927-31, 1937-8, William 
Hocken Rundle 1927-35, F. J. E. Smallbone 1927-36, Eric Hamilton Orr 1929-38, 
Elias Buchanan 1933-41, John Connor 1933-40, Alfred Lexington Jones 1933-5, 
Jchn Thomas Pratley 1933-8, Samuel Mitchell 1935-41, 1947-50, Joseph Shaw 
1935-41, George Inglis Miller 1937-8, Harold William Sherratt 1937-46, Alfred 
Henry Finn 1938-44, Archibald A. McDonald 1938-56, Sidney Osborne 1938-41, 
Harold W. Smallbone 1938-45, Ernest Cook Bathurst 1939-44, William Henry 
Amos 1941-7, Herbert Gordon Ferrier 1941-50, William Stewait Kerr 1941-5, 
William Henry Sarney 1941-7, Archibald Hutton Todd 1941-4, Sidney William 
Gower 1944-7, Johnson Keal Mather 1944-7, Joseph Henry Browne 1944-6, 
Keith David Mcllraith 1945-7, 1959-65, C. H. F. Maynard 1945-53, Albert 
Charles Wilson 1945-7, Frederick Arthur Coldicott 1946-55, James Russell Rich- 
ardson 1946-56, Keith Lewis Anderson 1947-56, Thomas Lionel Crooks 1947-50, 
John Bathgate 1947-50, Howard Francis McElrea 1947-53, Thomas Phillips 
1947-53, William Brown Elwood 1950-9, Lawrence Edward Kerr 1950-65, Archi- 
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bald Andrew Todd 1950-3, William King Waters 1950-6, Eric Arthur Cockroft 
1953-6, William Cyril Burton 1953-62, Darcy Octavius Digby 1953-9, 1962-8, Alan 
Douglas Lowe 1953-6, Andrew Irwin Miller 1953-9, George Glassey 1955-9, 
1962-7, Eric Warren Wilkinson 1956-65, Edmund Gavin Catherwood 1959-62, 
1974-77, Cuthbert Denham 1956-9, Thomas Arthur Lane 1956-71, Leonard Rode- 
rick McNally 1956-65, 1967-77, Vernon George Rule 1956-65, John Joseph Mc- 
Brearty 1959-62, Harold Gordon Patterson 1959-62, Sidney Dennes Porter 1959- 
62, Edith Jessie Childs 1962-4, Bruce William Smallbone 1962-74, Leslie Allan 
Todd 1962-8, Maurice George Wall 1962 to present, Norman Lindsay 1965-74, 
Robert Macklan 1965-7, David Todd Mitchell 1965-71, Ronald Hulme 1965-7, 
Clifford Raynor Horrell 1965-71, Ronald Douglas Bryant 1967-77, John Notley 
Millar 1968-71, Ivan James Nicolson 1968 to present, Edwin James von Tunzel- 
mann 1968-77, Ernest Richard Cochrane 1971-78, Geoffrey John Geering 1971-74, 
Alan Leslie McIntosh 1971 to present, Donald Stuart McKenzie 1971 to present, 
Beatrice Josephine Oakley 1971-75, 1977 to present, William Russell Anstiss 
1974 to present, Arti Toro Iwi Kau Keepa 1974 to present, Joy Myrtle Harris 
1977 to present, John Henry Millichamp 1977 to present, Bevan Thomas Stroud 
1977 to present, Edward Joseph Wood 1977 to present. 


STERLING SERVICE: 


From when Mr I. 8. Watson left for his new appointment 
the Acting Town Clerk, Mr John Collins, has continued his sound 
and efficient services to the Borough, for which ample credit 
is due to him. 


: = (Oita 


Scotter says that as late as 1871 a newspaper account dis- 
missed the township as “a flourishing place with an hotel, a 
store and a lock-up.” At that time the New Inn (Thomas and 
John Turton) was the only hotel; William Turton had opened 
a store; and Turton’s old hotel had been converted into a combined 
Post and Telegraph Office, Magistrate’s Court and Police Head- 
quarters. (How long was it really before Ashburton became a 
place to go to rather than just to go through?) 
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LAST WORD 


Our gratitude is due to Merv. Thompson 
who has been so much more than just a 
setter of type. 


